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18 of 18 people found the following review helpful. Insight into the lives of remarkable women.By Rebecca GLeslie 
Poling-Kempes once again delivered an important look into history. I particularly enjoyed the opening chapter quotes. 
They resonated with me. The author provided insight about the most remarkable women. Women who were pioneers.I 
give Leslie-Poling Kempes books as gifts. They help me explain why I love New Mexico and in particular Ghost 
Ranch. Her fiction provides the emotion to the intellectual fuel of her non-fiction.15 of 15 people found the following 
review helpful. Fascinating women come alive in adventurous and dramatic life stories!By Maida TilchenReading this 
book is like having the stiff-looking ladies in old photos come alive and walk off the page, telling the stories of their 
fascinating lives.There's more drama and adventure than you would ever expect! If Southwest and/or women's history 
is your delight, you will love this book. Poling-Kempes digs deeper into the lives of some of the women included in 
her wonderful earlier nonfiction books, Ghost Ranch and Valley of Shining Stone, adding an often surprising and 
always entertaining cast of real-life sojourners and lovers of the Southwest. She has done an amazing feat of research 
to find out so many lively stories about women and men who have mostly been remembered only by names on title 
pages or in sparse footnotes until now. The text, extensive notes, and bibliography may well send history buffs on 
many new research trails. Thank you!7 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Relive the Winning of the 
West by The Ladies of the CanyonsBy Rhondda Evans HartmanA marvelous historical account of the women who 
loved and changed the southwest, especially New Mexico. If you love Santa Fe, Taos and the surrounding areas, you 
will love this book. It tells of the art center that was set up there. The art Museum which was built in the Indian Pueblo 
style.Artists, writers and musicians came, loved it and asked their friends to join them. They appreciated the Indian 
culture and convinced the Government agencies to allow the Indians to continue their customs, music and art. The 
Ladies of the Canyons were true pioneers and changed the settling of the Southwest by appreciating it as it was ..not 
trying to change it to the way they had been raised in the east of USA. It will make you want to go back for another 
visit. Or if you do not know the area, you will no doubt put it on your Bucket List!Rhondda Evans Hartman, Author of 
Natural Childbirth Exercises

WILLA Literary Award, 2016

"Poling-Kempes has done an admirable job scouring archives for these women, who have been largely left out of the 
historical record of the West. It's a kind of prequel to our common history of the Southwest, peopled by women with 
long skirts and cinched waists in the desert heat, riding cowboy style, trying to do right by the land they all loved." 
Carolyn Kellogg, Los Angeles Times"Poling-Kempes began her quest for the "ladies" more than a decade ago... 
Through her research, she discovered a larger network of gutsy women whose considerable contributions to promoting 
and preserving the Southwest, including their involvement in creating an arts and literary colony in Santa Fe, had been 
forgotten... I just plain love these women. I want to go riding with them; I want to learn from them; I want to sit under 
the stars with them for just one night - please?" Laura Tolley, Houston ChronicleWeve long been told, boringly, 
emphatically, that the American West was won by men, that it was essentially a male saga. Even from the beginning, 
everyone who had anything to do with it always knew this take on western history was, at best, only half true. What 
has been generally lacking is great narratives about great western women, but here, in this fine, vivid volume, we have 
just such a tale. Part Willa Cather, part Thelma and Louise, here is a story of heroines, of mischief-makers and epic-
builders, told by a writer who knows and loves the grand landscapes on which these larger-than-life women left their 
indelible mark.Hampton Sides, author of Blood and Thunder: The Epic Story of Kit Carson and the Conquest of the 
American West and In the Kingdom of Ice: The Grand and Terrible Polar Voyage of the USS JeannetteLadies of the 
Canyons shows the way in which O'Keefe and others were just the latest in a tradition of audacious women who 
carved a well-traveled path of freedom and challenge.BookslutPoling-Kempess lively prose brings to life a chain of 
unconventional women who fell in love with the American Southwest. The author reconstructs the remarkable careers 
of the women who were the first New Women of the Southwest long before Mabel Dodge Luhan and Georgia 
OKeeffe arrived on the New Mexican scene.Carolyn Brucken, Curator of Western Womens History, Autry National 
Center of the American WestPoling-Kempes weaves together remarkable tales of remarkable individuals and 
introduces a star-studded cast of friends, colleagues, artists, writers, musicians, a president, cowboys, and 
Indians.Christine Mather, author of Santa Fe StyleLesley Poling-Kempes captures readers with her captivating 
combination of storytelling, analysis, and cultural contexts. Her capsule biographies of a coterie of energetic, 
courageous women will appeal to everyone.Dr. Richard Etulain, author of Lincoln and Oregon Country Politics in the 
Civil War EraBoth enjoyable and edifying.Library Journal "Weaving individual threads into a larger picture, Poling-
Kempes has created a narrative tapestry relevant to readers everywhere."Story Circle Book sDrawing on a wide range 
of primary and secondary sources, Poling-Kempes takes the reader on a fascinating journey along-side these pioneer 
women who traveled rough on the trail, witnessed ceremonies and gatherings never seen before by Anglos, hobnobbed 
with politicians and tribal chiefs, built businesses, made art, fell in and out of love, and recognized every day that what 
they were doing was extraordinary.New Mexico MagazineAbout the AuthorLesley Poling-Kempes is the author of 
many books about the American Southwest including Bone Horses, winner of the WILLA Literary Award in 



Contemporary Fiction and the Tony Hillerman Award for Best Fiction. Her nonfiction books include Ghost Ranch, 
Valley of Shining Stone: The Story of Abiquiu, and The Harvey Girls: Women Who Opened the West. She lives in 
Abiquiu, New Mexico. 


