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Robert Lebling : Legends of the Fire Spirits: Jinn and Genies from Arabia to Zanzibar  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Legends of the Fire Spirits: Jinn and Genies 
from Arabia to Zanzibar: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A First-Rate Resource About GeniesBy NeodoeringThis was a very 
good book about genies, starting from ancient Mesopotamia and moving forward in time through the Middle Ages to 
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the present day. Lebling references many sources, including the Kor'an and The Arabian Nights and accounts from 
travelers of different times. He discusses different types of genies, their powers, and ways to defeat them. Many genies 
are evil, but some are helpful to humans. I learned a lot from this book. It reads very quickly and is well-written. A 
first-rate resource for fantasy writers interested in the Middle East. I took away one star because he tends to repeat 
himself a lot.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Wonderful!By RainI heard the author talk about this 
book on a podcast featuring the myths of Jinn and just HAD to check it out. And I'm so glad I did! It's a wonderfully 
thoughtful and well organized book with all the info i need to know about Jinn for a comic series I'm starting to work 
on featuring them! Thank you so much for making such a fascinating and useful book on this topic!0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. Excellent BookBy Donna PeltierI had problems getting this book, but once it 
arrived I was very happy with it. It reads well and has interesting information on a world that most Western people 
have no idea of. I found it highly intriguing and informative. Very much worth both the wait and the purchase price.

When Westerners think of a genie, the first image that comes to mind may be Barbara Eden in her pink harem pants or 
the illuminated blue buffoon from the animated Disney film Aladdin. But to the people of the Arab and Islamic 
worlds, the picture is dramatically different. Legends of the Fire Spirits looks beyond Westernized caricatures to 
immerse the reader in the vibrant lore of the jinnthe wondrous, often troublesome, and sometimes terrifying spirit 
beings of ancient Arab and Islamic tradition. Robert Lebling delves into long-lost accounts, medieval histories, 
colonial records, anthropologists reports, and travelers tales to explore the origin and evolution of legends that 
continue to thrive in the Middle East and beyond. He cuts through centuries of Orientalists cultural presumption to 
craft a study that stands apart from the overwhelming body of literature concerned with religion in the Middle East.A 
captivating synthesis of history and folklore, this is the most diverse collection of jinn lore ever assembled in one 
volume. From ancient scriptures to The Arabian Nights and beyond, and with a foreword by acclaimed filmmaker 
Tahir Shah, Lebling has constructed a comprehensive account that not only transcends geographical borders but also 
spans some four millennia.

Praise for Legends of the Fire Spirits"The most complete compendium of research on the jinn to date." UFO 
Digest"Legends of the Fire Spirits is a long overdue compendium of the knowledge and history of the jinn. It will 
enrich the reader's knowledge of human history more than one might imagine. The book also can serve as a lifelong 
reference to the mysteries of the Middle East and their influence on both Western and Eastern cultures." Arab 
News"Robert Leblings exhaustive and very readable account of jinn lore and legends traces the fascinating history of 
these strange beings . . . Mortals interested in knowing more about these magical creatures must content themselves 
with Leblings absorbing study." Times Literary Supplement"A fantastic introduction to a big Middle Eastern 
subjectthe belief in Jinn, spirit people who live in parallel to us yet are invisible to humans. Most cultures have had 
traditions about 'little people' or something similar, but in the West we've pretty much ruled it out"Faires at the bottom 
of the garden." . . . Perhaps the fairies aren't at the bottom of the garden after all, but right next to us. An excellent 
readhighly recommended." Jason Webster, author of the Max Cmara detective novels 


