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Martin Plamondon II : Lewis and Clark Trail Maps: A Cartographic Reconstruction, Volume III  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Lewis and Clark Trail Maps: 
A Cartographic Reconstruction, Volume III: 

4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Maps for the really hard-core Lewis and Clark FanBy Brad AllenI 
got this for my Dad who is way into Lewis and Clark (he and Mom have followed the full trail in their RV and he has 
read every book he can get his hands on). The maps are wonderfully detailed and bring together modern maps with 
what Lewis and Clark did along the way. The book would make a nice companion to someone who is starting a big 
Lewis and Clark project but does not really stand on its own. Usually I love books of maps that bring together various 
aspects of a subject but I just couldn't get into this one.Recommend only for really hard core Lewis and Clark fans who 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0874222656


are looking to have a complete library. Buy the series first and then use it as a reference as you read the other thousand 
books on these remarkable men and travel the trail in your RV.

After crossing the Bitterroot Range and canoeing down the cataract-filled Snake River, the Corps of Discovery finally 
reached the long-sought Columbia River in the autumn of 1805. Volume III continues the cartographic reconstruction 
of the explorers' trek as they set out from the Snake-Columbia junction, October 18, 1805, on the final leg of their 
journey to the sea. In addition to intricately mapping the Columbia's great rapids, desert and rain-forest shorelines, 
spectacular mountain gorge, and broad estuary, Volume III reveals the vast number of Native American villages that 
lined the River of the West in Lewis and Clark's time. Additional maps and illustrations depict the Fort Clatsop winter 
quarters, Cascade volcanoes, coastal explorations, and more. Though having reached their primary goal, the Pacific 
Ocean, the expedition's investigation of new terrain in western North America was far from over. Volume III also 
outlines the significant discoveries recorded as they returned eastward in 1806 through the broad Columbia, Marias, 
and Yellowstone watersheds. Volume III concludes when the Corps of Discovery, long given up for dead by most 
Americans, paddled up to the St. Louis waterfront on September 23, 1806, to an arousing reception by the local 
population. During the Corps of Discovery's 1804-06 trek, Captain William Clark used surveying instruments to 
measure the expedition's traverse to the Pacific Ocean and back--an astounding distance of 7,000 miles. Clark assumed 
that cartographers would convert this painstakingly recorded daily traverse on to well-crafted, accurate maps soon 
after the journey's completion. For various reasons, this did not occur. For nearly two centuries,Clark's invaluable 
survey data remained untapped in the expedition's annals. Now, Martin Plamondon II has completed the cartographic 
reconstruction that Clark expected by utilizing the day-to-day measurements and notes, the maps and sketches, and 
other pertinent information in the journals. Volume III presents key geographical and historic features and compares 
modern streambeds to their courses at the time of the exploration. Often the contrast is striking between what Lewis 
and Clark saw and what we see today. The impact of modern America has wrought great change in places, but much 
of the terrain also remains little altered, particularly in parts of Idaho and Montana. Of further special interest in this 
volume are the many excerpts from the expedition diaries. This careful cartographic reconstruction is a captivating and 
never-before-seen record of the American West.

From the PublisherDuring the Corps of Discoverys 180406 trek, Captain William Clark used surveying instruments to 
measure the expeditions traverse to the Pacific Ocean and backan astounding distance of 7,000 miles. Clark assumed 
that this painstakingly recorded traverse would be converted to well-crafted, accurate maps by cartographers soon after 
the journeys completion. Yet for nearly two centuries, Clarks invaluable survey data remained untapped in the 
expeditions annals. Now, for the first time, Martin Plamondon II has accomplished the cartographic reconstruction that 
Clark expected. By using the daily measurements and notes in Clarks journals, as well as sketches other pertinent 
sources, Plamondon has created spectacular full-page maps depicting the Corps route, now portrayed from beginning 
to end throughout the three volumes.About the AuthorMartin Plamondon II of Vancouver, Washington, is a former 
chairman of the Governor's Washington Lewis and Clark Trail Committee. His long-term research in exploration 
history and twenty-eight years of experience as a professional cartographer have provided the unique set of skills 
required to complete the trail maps. 


