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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. I have been reading a lot about the American Revolution ...By Mary 
Jackson HaugenI have been reading a lot about the American Revolution recently including several books on the early 
stages of the war. Most of them describe in some detail the events that took place that day but this is the first I have 
read that goes into some detail about the citizens of those two communities and the surrounding area. The author 
includes a brief bio of members of the Lexington militia, the role of the local minister as the local militia members of 
Lexington consider what to do as the British approach their town. I have read so many times about the events of that 
day but this made the confrontation more real in human terms and also sadder as I read of the personal fate of militia 
members who were involved in the start of the American Revolution.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Very readable historyBy Herman MelvilleIn the last month I have read, in order, "Bunker Hill" by Nathaniel Philbrick, 
"Paul Revere's Ride" by Fischer, and finally "Lexington and Concord." These three books tell essentially the same 
story, each focusing on a different historical figure. All are entertaining, well-written, and interesting. "Lexington and 
Concord," though it gets off to a somewhat tedious and strange start by digressing into commentary directed against 
Calvinism, recovers quickly and becomes an enthralling account of what happened on April 18 and 19, 1775. The 
book ends with a coda describing the selection of Washington as commander of the new army surrounding the British 
at Boston as well as a brief discussion of what happened to many of the citizens of Lexington. (The war was not kind 
to many of them, underscoring what a risk it was for them to gather together on Lexington common to face off against 
the British Empire.) The author can be sarcastic when events call for it, and he offers generally negative observations 
not only about the British command structure in Boston but also about John Hancock. The best part of the book is his 
depiction of the actual fighting at Lexington, at Concord, and then on the running fight from Concord back to 
Charlestown. It reads like a movie. I highly recommend this book.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. 
There at the startBy avidreaderThat is how you will feel when reading this book. Tourtellot has combined facts in an 
interesting and easy read style that keeps you turning pages. A American Revolution devotee or a person with casual 
interest will enjoy this book

In a minute-by-minute account, this popular book gives a vivid picture of what actually happened on April 19, 1775. 
"Tourtellot's book is the best account we have of the day of Lexington and Concord. The actions of each individual 
who played a conspicuous part in the day's work are minutely traced but Mr. Tourtellot never loses the main thread of 
his narrative and the wealth of detail he has included gives substance and color to an exciting story." J. C. Miller, New 
York Herald Tribune Book Review "Tourtellot does not let his 19th of April float up in the spring air unconnected 
with a past or a future. He has built in very skillfully the story of the months before that day and then sends its echoes 
rolling on through timeand into distant states and nations....No other book generally available performs an even 
remotely comparable job....Makes full use of old material, adds a good deal that has come to light in the intervening 
years and, standing firmly on its own base, presents magnificently for the general reader and the specialist this 
immortal opening chapter of our beginnings as a nation."Bruce Lancaster, The Saturday Review "The result of 
thoughtful examination of the evidence and clear writing."Walter Muir Whitehill, New England Quarterly "An 
absorbing and vital history, containing much newly published information about a crucial week in the history of the 
United States. "J.M. Goodsell, Christian Science Monitor

An absorbing and vital history . . . about a crucial week in the history of the United States. -- Christian Science 
MonitorVivid, fast moving, splendidly detailed. . . . Presents magnificently for the general reader and the specialist 
this immortal opening chapter of our beginnings as a nation. -- Saturday [A] brilliantly organized and convincing 
book. -- Times Literary Supplement [London]From the Back CoverMr. Tourtellot's book is the best account we have 
of the day of Lexington and Concord. The actions of each individual who played a conspicuous part in the day's work 
are minutely traced but Mr. Tourtellot never loses the main thread of his narrative and the wealth of detail he has 
included gives substance and color to an exciting story.' - J.C. Miller, New York Herald Tribune Book 


