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Minor Myers Jr. : Liberty Without Anarchy: A History of the Society of the Cincinnati  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Liberty Without Anarchy: A History of the 
Society of the Cincinnati: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. interesting insightBy Sid MooreThis is an interesting book that 
reveals a different side of the American Revolution. It also shows that while some things change through time, others 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0813923115


have remained the same from the beginning of our country to present times. In that I mean the manner US military 
veterans have been treated by the government they have fought for and defended. I highly recommend this book to 
anyone interested in US military history and people interested in the Revolutionary War and the early formation of the 
country.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. useful history of an important institutionBy JohnI was 
interested in gaining in-depth understanding of the founding and operation of the Society of the Cincinnati and I found 
this book to be perfect for my purposes.John Christmas, author of "Democracy Society"

Founded in May 1783 at Steubens headquarters near Newburg, N.Y., by officers of the Continental army and navy, the 
Society of the Cincinnati was at one time one of Americas most controversial organizations. In Liberty without 
Anarchy, Minor Myers relates how the officers, who had not been paid for four years, began to circulate rumors of a 
military coup. The society, with Washington as President-General, was formed to exert political pressure on Congress 
to guarantee payment in response to the angry men.Many Americans, Thomas Jefferson principal among them, viewed 
the new organization with suspicion, as a seedbed for a hereditary American aristocracy. As Myers points out, the 
fears were well-founded: many society members were monarchists, and in 1786 Steuben himself wrote to Prince 
Henry of Prussia inquiring whether he might be interested in becoming king of the United States. Prince Henry 
declined.The interest in monarchy ended with the adoption of the federal Constitution in 1787, with many society 
members as delegates to the Convention, but it was not until 1827 that the original pay dispute was resolved and the 
officers awarded a pension. With unprecedented access to the societys papers and documents, Minor Myers has 
produced a highly readable history of this fascinating organization, in which he concludes that the Society is an 
important reminder of the road the American revolutionaries avoidedthe road that led from revolution to army coup to 
military dictatorshipa road taken by most of the armed revolutions of the last two hundred years. tag:The history of 
how a powerful and potentially subversive group of officers made the choice for liberty during the Revolutionary War

About the AuthorMinor Myers Jr. was President of Illinois Wesleyan University until his death in 2003. In addition to 
his research on the Society of the Cincinnati, he wrote on diverse subjects, including early American furniture, 
baseball, and Roman coinage. 


