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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent Primary Resource for Luther as a Pastoral CounselorBy
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Robert W. KellemenFor primary research into Martin Luther as a pastoral counselor, you can do no better than
Tappert's "Luther: Letters of Spiritual Counsel." Not only isthisasplendid collation, but Tappert's introductions to the
letters provide the excellent historical background needed to understand the situational context. In writing,
"Counseling Under the Cross: How Martin Luther Applied the Gospel to Daily Life," | relied greatly on thisfine
resource, along with August Nebe's "L uther as Spiritual Advisor,” Luther's"Table Taks," and "Luther's Works,
Letters|, I, and 111."22 of 22 people found the following review helpful. Relevant Pastoral Counsel for TodayBy
Rivendel I This book is avery readable collection of Martin Luther's pastoral |etters, organized topically by chapters,
and chronologically within the chapters. The "Letters of Spiritual Counsel” give insight into the pastoral heart of
Luther, and how he applied the correction of the Law and the comfort of the Gospel to the daily lives and affairs of
peoplein histime. The reader clearly learns how Luther brought the consolation of Christ's death and resurrection to
the troubled at heart. Sections that | found particularly helpful were those that dealt with people who were sick and
dying, aswell aswith the families of the recently deceased; how he dealt with people who were troubled over their
election to salvation; and his advice in matters of the civil realm. One of the best sectionsis his advice to clergymen, in
which he gives suggestions on how a pastor should deal evangelically with various troublesin the congregation.
Overall the letters show how Luther sought to turn people to Christ alone for their salvation, and how this specifically
served to comfort them in a multitude of daily matters. This book would be an excellent resource for any pastor or
seminary student, and can easily be read in bits and pieces since most of the letters are relatively short. Despite the
difference in time periods, a modern pastor will recognize the problems that L uther approaches are familiar to us
today, and much of Luther's pastoral insight has enduring value for today.8 of 8 people found the following review
helpful. Worthy Reference to Pastors Interested LaypeopleBy rodboomboomConcurring totally with Reviewer
Joshua's summary of the contents and its usefulness to the faith, this review will content itself with the humble
addition of several quotesto highlight this delightfully rich resource for the church.First, a fascinating and relevant
inquiry into ceremonies and rites of worship involving elevation of the Sacrament and processions, etc., Luther
saliently respondsin part: "If your lord, the margrace and elector, etc. permits the gospel of Jesus Christ to be preached
with purity and power (goes on to add administration of the Sacraments as Christ mandated; removal of invocation of
the saints, etc.) in procession, go along in the Lord's name and carry agold or silver cross and wear a cope or ab..." He
adds further along: "Only do not let such things be regarded as necessary for salvation and thus bind the consciences of
men. How | would rejoice and thank God if | could persuade the pope and the papists of this! If the pope gave me the
freedom to go about and preach and only commanded me (with a dispensation) to hitch on a pair of trousers, | should
be glad to do him the favor of wearing them."Further relevant is this encouragement to a German prince going into
battle with the Turks: "Secondly, | beg that those on our side may not place their reliance on the Turk's being
altogether wrong and God's emeny while we are innocent and righteous in comparison with the Turk, for such
presumption is also vain. Rather it is necessary to fight with fear of God and reliance on his grace alone. We too are
unrighteous in God's sight."Finally, this admonition to Bruck who read the Augsburg Confession in public: "Aswe
read in Rom. ch. 8, we know not what we should pray for as we ought. If God should hear our prayers according to our
request--namely, that the emperor grant us peace-- perhaps it would turn out to be less rather than more than we think
and the emperor would get the glory insted of God. Now God himself desires to give us peace so that the glory might
be hisaone, asit isfitting."

Martin Luther is often thought of as aworld-shaking figure who defied papacy and empire to introduce a reformation
in the teaching, worship, organization, and life of the Church. Sometimesiit is forgotten that he was also a pastor and
shepherd of souls. Collected in this volume are Luther's | etters of spiritual counsel, which he offered to his
contemporariesin the midst of sickness, death, persecution, imprisonment, famine, and political instability. For
Luther, spiritual counsel was about establishing, nurturing, and strengthening faith. Freshly translated from the original
German and Latin, the letters shed light on the fascinating relationship between his pastoral counsel and his theology.
Theodore G. Tappert taught Church History at Lutheran Theological Seminary in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He al'so
trand ated Pia Desideria by Philip Jacob Spener and The Book of Concord: The Confessions of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church.

About the AuthorMartin Luther (1483, 1546) was a German monk, a theologian and church reformer, he is considered
to be the founder of Protestantism. Luther was a professor of Bible at the University of Wittenberg when he posted his
famous 95 Theses (1517). In addition to writing many books, L uther translated the Bible into German. Luther believed
that salvation was only by faith in Jesus, unmediated by the church. He challenged papal authority by emphasing the
Bible as the only source of religious authority and believed the church to be a priesthood of al believers. These ideas
helped to inspire the Protestant Reformation and changed the course of Western civilization. He married Katharina
von Borathusinitiating the practice of clerical marriage within Protestantism.- Publisher.



