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James M. Kittelson : Luther the Reformer: The Story of the Man and His Career  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Luther the Reformer: The Story of the Man and His 
Career: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. This is a well organized and reader friendly presentation of ...By 
Jean McCartneyThis is a well organized and reader friendly presentation of Luther as a reformer. It follows his 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0800635973


progression of thoughts and actions and the actions of his peers. This should be a staple for anyone wanting to learn 
more about the man or about the reformation --particularly from the vantage point of Martin Luther.2 of 2 people 
found the following review helpful. A Flawed, Yet Great ManBy T. HookerIn my freshman year of college, I was first 
introduced to Martin Luther. He was portrayed as a stubborn challenger to the status quo. A few years later, I learned 
more about this man and how he became one of my own spiritual ancestors. Then, in the late 90s, I was given Rolan 
Bainton's Here I Stand, which allowed me to know the reformer even better.Martin Luther was not an easy man to get 
along with. He demonstrated an inability to compromise even on reasonable points regarding the Lord's Supper. He 
displayed an unfortunately nave approach to politics. Luther saw everyone who didn't accept his interpretation of the 
Gospel as an enemy (a view which has colored his legacy to the present). Despite his numerous accomplishments, 
Luther was, in many ways, a medieval man to the end.Yet, for all of his weaknesses, Luther had plenty of admirable 
attributes. He was a skilled team-builder. He became, at 42, a loving husband and, eventually, the father of six 
children. Luther's wit and intellectual acuity remained sharp through his last year of life. We can all learn much from 
his love of Scripture and emphasis on trusting Jesus for justification before God. Further, no one can question Luther's 
skill at polemics and prodigious literary output. Finally, his belief and practice of confessing his sins regularly to a 
fellow believer (cf. James 5:16) is something all Christians can learn from today.The author must be commended for 
putting together a work that covers all of Martin Luther's life. Though his actions during the early years of the 
Reformation are well-known, Luther's later years entailed numerous events that should not be overlooked.2 of 2 
people found the following review helpful. Luther the ReformerBy Susan RobinsonI've read only the first third of the 
book, so it may change. I'm traveling to Germany in December for a trip called "In the Steps of Martin Luther". I was 
looking for something about the life of Luther. So far the book had been mostly theological. It's okay, and important 
and interesting, but I was looking for more about his life apart from his theology, which I'm already somewhat familiar 
with.

Engaging and authoritative, Kittleson's important and popular biography is here represented with a new cover and new 
preface by the author. His single-volume biography has become a standard resource for those who wish to delve into 
the depths of the Reformer without drowning in a sea of scholarly concerns.

"The best complete biography of Luther for our times." -Lewis Spitz, Stanford UniversityAbout the AuthorJames 
Kittelson is a professor of church history and director of the Lutheran Brotherhood Foundation. He is author of over 
thirty articles and several books, and was senior editor of The Oxford Encyclopedia of the Reformation (1996). 


