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John Parker : Making the Town: Ga State and Society in Early Colonial Accra (Social History of Africa) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Making the Town: Ga 
State and Society in Early Colonial Accra (Social History of Africa): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A CLASSIC REFERENCEBy Sharon M. King, Ph.D.I have referred 
to this very in-depth document on many occasions for my own articles. The author's precise accounts seem to have 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0325001901


satisfied many scholars who know the actual history because they are members of the culture group.

Making the Town is the social history of a West African urban community, the Ga people of Accra, Ghana, from the 
1860s to the 1920s. Its focus is town politics, and it shows how the Ga townspeople actively shaped Accras transition 
from pre-colonial city-state to colonial port city.

... an outstanding piece of scholarship, constructed with the art of a storyteller, its complex and many-layered text 
weaving together changing Ga values, institutions and perception within the context of the colonial city of Accra... . 
Scholars of early colonial Africa and the period of transition to colonial rule, as well as those interested in the 
processes of urbanisation and cultural innovation, will find this a worthy addition to the library, as will any historian or 
social scientist who likes a well crafted and erudite text. The complexities of Ga socio-polity are intimidating, but 
Parker does fashion his tale into a good read. I warmly recommend it. - D. Dorward in ARASAbout the AuthorJOHN 
PARKER is a lecturer in African History at the School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London. 


