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Michael Kimmel : Manhood in America: A Cultural History  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Manhood in America: A Cultural History: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Michael Kimmel is a phenomenal researcher and the leading voice 
...By Lee EssigMichael Kimmel is a phenomenal researcher and the leading voice on men and masculinities in the 
United States. He's perspectives are clear, concise, well-articulated, and well-documented. He flawlessly integrates 
data, statistics, narratives, and personal insights into a various aspects of masculinity.0 of 0 people found the following 
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review helpful. Anxious, and Struggling, American MenBy BoboKimmel argues well that struggling to fulfill 
archetypes for American manhood, especially going forward from the early 19th c., has caused much anxiety in 
American men, the focus being on white, mostly middle-class, traditionally dominant men. Kimmel takes us through 
the rise of those men's worries, especially over being dominated by others, whether other men, women, immigrants or 
minorities, and ways they responded through reasserting control or by escaping.This fascinating cultural history uses 
everything from fraternal organizations and political tracts, to John Wayne films and Eminem's lyrics to make its 
argument. It's jargon-free and very accessible for a scholarly work.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Fantastic academic survey of the Hx of Manhood in AmericaBy Nyla JebousekFantastic academic survey of the Hx of 
Manhood in America. The first 2/3 are tough but worth it as he later shows how theories and schools of thought are 
rerun during later periods of hx. Crucial to understanding the water we all swim in.

For more than three decades, the women's movement and its scholars have exhaustively studied women's complex 
history, roles, and struggles. In Manhood in America, Third Edition, author Michael Kimmel argues that it is time for 
men to rediscover their own evolution. Drawing on a myriad of sources,he demonstrates that American men have been 
eternally frustrated by their efforts to keep up with constantly changing standards. Kimmel contends that men must 
follow the lead of the women's movement; it is only by mining their past for its best qualities and worst excesses that 
men will free themselves from the constraints of the masculine ideal. The third edition discusses such timely topics as 
post-9/11 politics, "self-made" masculinities (including those of Internet entrepreneurs), presidential campaigns, and 
gender politics. It also covers contemporary debates about fatherlessness, the biology of male aggression, and pop 
psychologists like John Gray and Dr. Laura. Outlining the various ways in which manhood has been constructed and 
portrayed in America, this engaging history is ideal as a main text for courses on masculinity or as a supplementary 
text for courses in gender studies and cultural history.

From Publishers WeeklyIn a startling, original study, Kimmel, a professor of sociology at the State University of New 
York, makes a persuasive case that manhood has been a constantly changing social construct in American culture. 
Once rooted in genteel land-ownership or in the pride of independent artisans, shopkeepers and farmers, manhood was 
transformed by the industrial revolution, which made American males, by the mid-19th century, insecure, mobile, 
competitive, chronically restive and seeking a sense of themselves as men through their economic success. Men 
attempted to prove their manliness through sports, business, bodybuilding, clothes, fraternal organizations, 
participation in two world wars and the Depression ("emasculating both at work and at home"). In 1936, Lewis 
Terman, inventor of the IQ test, introduced a sexist "M-F scale" that supposedly measured children's masculinity and 
femininity and their likelihood of "successfully" acquiring gender identity. Men today, observes Kimmel, spout angry 
antifeminist rhetoric in men's rights groups, or beat a defensive retreat via the men's movement's embrace of cosmic 
archetypes. Drawing on a wealth of material?advice manuals, union struggles, the symbolism of presidential 
campaigns, Tocqueville, Thoreau, contemporary films, novels and men's magazines?Kimmel's humane, pathbreaking 
study points the way toward a redefinition of manhood that combines strength with nurturing, personal accountability, 
compassion and egalitarianism. Photos. Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library JournalKimmel, 
a noted men's studies authority, coeditor of Against the Tide (LJ 2/1/92), and editor of The Politics of Manhood, 
reviewed below, presents in his own words the first cultural history of men in America. He examines how the 
manhood experience has not only defined American males but has also shaped the culture and livelihood of its 
members. Kimmel states the key driving force in men throughout history has been to prove their masculinity. He 
examines how this phenomenon has changed over time along with the masculine ideal and other transfigurations that 
must coexist with it. Holding up the model of the "self-made man" of American myth and legend for analysis, Kimmel 
describes the legend's birth prior to the Civil War and its lasting impact until the close of the 19th century. As the new 
millennium approaches, the author contemplates the contemporary crisis of masculinity. A core title for men's studies 
and gender studies collections alike.?Michael A. Lutes, Univ. of Notre Dame Lib., Ind.Copyright 1995 Reed Business 
Information, Inc.From BooklistAsserting that no history of American manhood has been written before, Kimmel 
traces three male role models from the early federal period to the present. He derives them from the main characters in 
the first successful U.S. play, The Contrast (1787), by Royall Tyler. He dubs them the Genteel Patriarch, who is 
influenced by European manners; the Heroic Artisan, typified by the plain-spoken, independent farmer or craftsman; 
and the Self-Made Man, who has been the dominant U.S. male exemplar ever since. The strategies that Kimmel finds 
American men have used, over and over in various permutations, to measure up to the rugged individualism that the 
self-made ideal requires are also three: "obsessive self-control, defensive exclusion, [and] frightened escape." Kimmel 
highlights the aberrations (e.g., white racism, sexism) that have attended those strategies and concludes by proposing 
that men give up the battle to be "real men" as ultimately unwinnable. This is a cultural history as readable and 
fascinating as Kate Millett's epoch-making Sexual Politics (1970). Ray Olson 


