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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. It gives awonderful view of awoman who faced these challenges
with ...By blanche brickMartha Jefferson Randol ph's life provides an opportunity to understand the American society
of the Jeffersonian and Jacksonian periods. It shows the challenges that women faced in a society where their roles
were vital to the success of raising the next generation but where they were aimost completely dependent upon the
success of the men in their lives. It gives awonderful view of awoman who faced these challenges with courage and
who managed to keep her large family together in the midst of these challenges. And it shows why the role of women
in the American society of the early 19th century was a vital one rather than merely a submissive one asis often the
way it isviewed today.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Excellent Book About An Interesting Woman
in Her Own RightBy Grace Maynardl had long been curious to know more about the life of "Patsy" Jefferson. This
biography fulfilled that quest. Ms. Kiernan did a thorough search of available first-hand and secondary sources of
information on Martha Jefferson to re-create a well-rounded picture of Thomas Jefferson's daughter in her own right.
As one would expect, she was bright, sensitive and thoughtful. She was conventional for her time and place. She was
ambivalent about slavery and eventually embraced the belief that it had no place in America society. She endured a
difficult marriage, poverty in her later life, and the scattering of her eleven children. | often re-read my favorite
biographies and this book will be one of those.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Extremely well-
doneBy badtypistl thoroughly enjoyed this book. Although | am not a professional historian, as alay person who has
long been fascinated by Thomas Jefferson and hislife and times, i was extremely pleased to this high level of
scholarship devoted to his daughter. Her own story is compelling on many levels, particularly her life asit fits within
the broader context of slaveholding women and enslaved people in the Virginia of the early 19th century. | look
forward to seeing more from Cynthia Kiemer!

Asthe oldest and favorite daughter of Thomas Jefferson, Martha "Patsy" Jefferson Randolph (1772-1836) was
extremely well educated, traveled in the circles of presidents and aristocrats, and was known on two continents for her
particular grace and sincerity. Y et, as mistress of alarge household, she was not spared the tedium, frustration, and
great sorrow that most women of her time faced. Though Patsy's name is familiar because of her famous father,
CynthiaKierner isthefirst historian to place Patsy at the center of her own story, taking readersinto the largely
ignored private spaces of the founding era. Randolph's life story reveals the privileges and limits of celebrity and
shows that women were able to venture beyond their domestic roles in surprising ways.Following her mother's death,
Patsy lived in Paris with her father and later served as hostess at the President's House and at Monticello. Her marriage
to Thomas Mann Randol ph, a member of Congress and governor of Virginia, was often troubled. She and her eleven
children lived mostly at Monticello, greeting famous guests and debating issues ranging from awoman's place to
dlavery, religion, and democracy. And later, after her family's financial ruin, Patsy became a fixture in Washington
society during Andrew Jackson's presidency. In this extraordinary biography, Kierner offers a unique look at
American history from the perspective of thisintelligent, tactfully assertive woman.

Kierner succeeds in presenting awell-cited clear view of Marthas role both behind the scenes of a notable historical
figure and as an example of the rarely chronicled contributions of women during the early American era.--Publishers
WeeklyKierner captures the extraordinary and the mundane in Randolph's life in a portrait of awoman born into alife
of great promise that never supported her own pursuit of happiness.--Journal of American HistoryCynthia Kierner's
intriguing new biography of Martha Jefferson Randolph . . . isthefirst to tell her story from her point of view. It gives
depth to the history of elite white southern women and their responsibilities, liabilities, and possibilitiesin the Early
National period and illuminates the family ripples widening from the splash Jefferson created by taking up with his
dave, Sally Hemings.--Women's of BooksA nicely written, amply documented book that renders both the mundane
and the exciting aspects of Randolph's life engrossing.--West Virginia HistoryKierner is the first historian to place
Patsy at the center of her own story. . . . Thisextraordinary biography . . . offers aunique look at American history.--
McCormick Messenger[A] prodigiously researched and beautifully written book.--The Washington Timesln Kierner's
capable hands, Martha Jefferson Randolph (1772-1836) emerges from her famous father's shadow as an intelligent,
well-educated, pragmatic, and 'tactfully assertive' woman who brought up eleven children, managed alarge and
complex household, weathered a turbulent marriage, and coped with both financial reverses and family scandals.--
Journal of Southern History[The] definitive biography of Thomas Jefferson's oldest and favorite daughter. The
fascinating, well-researched work is athree-dimensional look at a person who was usually seen in history as no more
than Jefferson's hostess.--Rocky Mount TelegramA triumph.--North Carolina Historical This book is awelcome
addition to Jeffersonian scholarship.--Virginia Magazinel n this wonderfully researched biography, Cynthia Kierner
makes Randol ph an important figure in her own right and reveals awoman who deftly handled both her demanding
public roles as the hostess of the president's mansion and Monticello and a governor's wife, as well as her more
domestic role of mistress of an enormous and complicated household.--Register of the Kentucky Historical Society[A]
thoroughly researched and thoughtfully written account. . . . Thiswill have wide appeal to students of American
history, women's studies, and biography.--Library Journal A beautifully sourced biography of awoman who has long



needed one. Kierner's clean, clear writing style shines as she brings her depth of knowledge to the historical context in
which Randolph lived.--Catherine Allgor, University of California Presidential Chair, department of history,
University of California, RiversideMartha Jefferson Randolph and her family lived in the shadow of atowering

genius. With the descriptive skills of anovelist and thorough research of afirst-rate historian, Cynthia Kierner
penetrates that shadow to illuminate the choices and constraints that shaped Martha's eventful life, unhappy marriage,
and extended family. Thisis afascinating biography, informed by social history to portray both the remarkable and the
conventional experiences of the unusually typical plantation mistress of Monticello.--Jon Kukla, author of Mr.
Jefferson's Women and A Wilderness So Immense: The Louisiana Purchase and the Destiny of AmericaAbout the
AuthorCynthia A. Kierner is professor of history at George Mason University.



