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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Hendrix Hits a Homerun!By ReadalotsIn celebration of the 500th 
anniversary of Luther posting the 95 Theses (October 31, 1517) I presented a study of this little book to my Sunday 
School Class. Martin Luther: A very Short Introduction proved to be a wonderful study-guide and informative text for 
the life and times of the great Reformer. Hendrixs, here, has hit a home run!This short book brings a surprising wealth 
of information to the Luther-world. From it, readers hear about the Reformers childhood, educational background, 
spiritual development from early life, growth in the Scripture through his early adulthood, Luthers development of sola 
fide and sola gratia, the earliest history of Protestantism, all the early characters in the Reformation, and much 
more.The 126-page book itself is very teachable, with chapters that may be assigned for weekly homework readings. It 
is well documented with 4-pages of websites and hardcopy reference. Also, Hendrix provides interesting inset (gray) 
boxes to highlight various people and events in each of the 8 chapters. There are several black-and-white pictures of 
people and places; unfortunately there is no map in this book.The main downside of this great little text is the size of 
the type-fount. Its quite small. Several of my class mates laughed suggesting they might use a magnifying glass to read 
it. (I doubt they did.) Hendrix, here, is recommended to everyone with an interest in the Protestant Reformation, 16th 
Century European history, Martin Luther's 500th Anniversary, those wishing to teach Luther @ 500, and avid history 
and theology readers.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy dcr625The best short intro to 
Luther out there.2 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Excellent GiftBy BootsThis is a good gift for 
someone interested in this topic. The recipient of the book said it is very interesting and wishes more books on the 
topic.

When Martin Luther posted his Ninety-Five Theses (reputedly nailed to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg), 
he unwittingly launch a movement that would dramatically change the course of European history. This superb short 
introduction to Martin Luther, written by a leading authority on Luther and the Reformation, presents this pivotal 
figure as historians now see him. Instead of singling him out as a modern hero, historian Scott Hendrix emphasizes the 
context in which Luther worked, the colleagues who supported him, and the opponents who adamantly opposed his 
agenda for change. The author explains the religious reformation and Luther's importance without ignoring the 
political and cultural forces, like princely power and Islam, which led the reformation down paths Luther could neither 
foresee nor influence. The book pays tribute to Luther's genius but also recognizes the self-righteous attitude that 
alienated contemporaries. The author offers a unique explanation for that attitude and for Luther's anti-Jewish writings, 
which are especially hard to comprehend after the Holocaust.

This is a great addition to OUP's 'Very Short Introductions' series of books, which manages to pack a huge amount of 
fascinating and useful material into just over a hundred small pages. ... The author is clearly aware of a vast amount of 
scholarly discussion and secondary literature on Luther and has an enviable ability to summarise and critique it in 
short compass, and he does a good job of helping us appreciate the historical distance between us and Luther. * Lee 
Gatiss, Churchman * A useful new book. * Scott Hendrix, The Daily Telegraph *About the AuthorScott H. Hendrix is 
Professor Emeritus of Reformation History at Princeton Theological Seminary. He is a past president of the Society 
for Reformation Research. 


