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Ronald W. Walker, Richard E. Turley, Glen M. Leonard : Massacre at Mountain Meadows before purchasing it
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Massacre at Mountain Meadows:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Alan Swell researched and well writtenl of 1 people
found the following review helpful. It was well written and explained the facts as close to the truth as any account of
thisterrible tragedy asis knownBy CustomerThe story of this book is one of the most puzzling and horrendous of any
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event in Utah, or U.S. history; involving a handful of Mormon militialocated in Southern Utah. It bringsto light what
relatively few people know of the Massacre of awagon train on its way to California. It was well written and
explained the facts as close to the truth as any account of this terrible tragedy asis known.3 of 3 people found the
following review helpful. Well researched and informative.By V LoveThisis probably as close to the truth of what led
up to the massacre as you will find in print. Three LDS authors gave a good look at the circumstances surrounding it
and did not seem to lighten the events due to their religious affiliation. It almost read like a novel and was a page
turner even though you know the outcome. A very sad tale.

On September 11, 1857, aband of Mormon militia, under aflag of truce, lured unarmed members of a party of
emigrants from their fortified encampment and, with their Paiute allies, killed them. More than 120 men, women, and
children perished in the slaughter. Massacre at Mountain Meadows offers the most thoroughly researched account of
the massacre ever written. Drawn from documents previously not available to scholars and a careful re-reading of
traditional sources, this gripping narrative offers fascinating new insight into why Mormons settlersin isolated
southern Utah deceived the emigrant party with a promise of safety and then killed the adults and all but seventeen of
the youngest children. The book sheds light on factors contributing to the tragic event, including the war hysteria that
overcame the Mormons after President James Buchanan dispatched federal troops to Utah Territory to put down a
supposed rebellion, the suspicion and conflicts that polarized the perpetrators and victims, and the reminders of attacks
on Mormons in earlier settlementsin Missouri and Illinois. It also analyzes the influence of Brigham Y oung's rhetoric
and military strategy during the infamous "Utah War" and the role of local Mormon militialeaders in enticing Paiute
Indiansto join in the attack. Throughout the book, the authors paint finely drawn portraits of the key playersin the
drama, their backgrounds, personalities, and roles in the unfolding story of misunderstanding, misinformation,
indecision, and personal vendettas. The Mountain M eadows Massacre stands as one of the darkest eventsin Mormon
history. Neither awhitewash nor an expos, Massacre at Mountain Meadows provides the clearest and most accurate
account of akey event in American religious history.

From Publishers WeeklyOn September 11, 1857, more than 120 men, women and children traveling from Arkansas to
Cdliforniawere butchered by Mormon militiamen and Paiute Indians at Mountain Meadows in southern Utah. This
study of the tragedy, by three LDS historians, utilizes previously unavailable archival documents to answer the
question, How could basically good people commit such aterrible atrocity? The authors find responsibility almost
everywhere: in the escalating tensions between the federal government and Mormon authorities, in the 19th-century
American culture of violence, in the barbarism of the emigrants and in the unchecked hunger for vengeance the
Mormon militiamen felt toward Americans who had opposed their faith. John D. Lee, afanatical militialeader,
receives much of the blame, while church president Brigham Y oung gets a pass. Thisfirst volume covers the massacre
itself, not the coverup that some historians have aleged was masterminded by the LDS Church; the authors leave the
door open for a possible sequel. But the book's evocative portrayal of the moments leading to the massacre and its
careful reconstruction of the lives of the victims makes an important contribution. Thisis an absorbing, if unsettling,
read. (Aug.) ""Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved."From
Booklist* Starred * Coauthors Walker, Turley, and Leonard provide the fullest account yet of the darkest chapter in
Mormon history: the massacre of awagon train of California-bound immigrants passing through southern Utah in
1857. Readersrelive the grim days when local Mormon |eaders besieged the immigrants with aforce of white
militiamen and Paiute warriors and then brutally butchered all but afew young children. To account for the barbarism
of attackers who professed areligion of love, Walker, Turley, and Leonard recount the Mormons turbulent history in
Missouri and Illinois, where government officials allowed mobsto kill unarmed Mormons and drive others from their
homes. Determined to protect their new communities, Utah Mormons seethed with passion when, in 1857, President
Buchanan announced plans to send troops to quell a supposed Mormon insurrection. Those passions surged when
some immigrants boasted of involvement in earlier depredations against Mormon settlementsand threatened worse.
The dramaleading up to the massacre brings to view a score of memorable personalities. But the most famousnamely,
Brigham Y oungplays arole of surprising impotence, as his urgent letter directing the militiato let the immigrants pass
in peace leaves a Mormon captain lamenting, too late, too late. An essential acquisition for any western history
collection. --Bryce Christensen "A vivid, gripping narrative of one of the most notorious mass murdersin all American
history, and amodel for how historians should do their work. This account of along-controversial horror is
scrupulously researched, enriched with contemporary illustrations, and informed by the lessons of more recent
atrocities." --Daniel Waker Howe, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of What Hath God Wrought: The Transformation of
America, 1815-1848"Three Mormon scholars have thoroughly researched one of the most shameful eventsin Mormon
history. They have produced a very detailed, insightful and balanced account of the events |leading to the Mountain
Meadow Massacre of 9/11, 1857." --Robert V. Remini, Professor Emeritus of History and the Humanities, University
of Illinois, Chicago"An institutional effort at truth telling in service to reparation, this book providesin unflinching
detail and with scholarly transparency the story of one of the West's most disturbingly violent moments. The authors



tell the story well and get the history right, in no small part because of LDS Church sponsorship that underwrote a
level of professional staffing and research that isimpossible, even unimaginable, to the most diligent of lone writers.
This uniquely well-documented account of a highly contested event may make obsolete previous studies and without
doubt will constitute the necessary starting point for all future ones." --Kathleen Flake, author of The Politics of
American Religious Identity" The authors of Massacre at Mountain Meadows have written the best researched, most
complete, and most evenhanded account of the Mountain Meadows incident we are likely to have for along time.
Above all they tell agripping tale. Though | knew the end from the beginning, | began to sweat as the narrative
approached itsfatal climax. The authors won't let us turn our gaze away from the horrors of that moment." --Richard
Bushman, Howard W. Hunter Chair of Mormon Studies, Claremont Graduate University"Massacre at Mountain
Meadows is arguably the most professional, transparent account of a controversial event in Mormon history produced
under church auspices. The work may well mark a major turning point in Latter-day Saint historiography.” --Journal of
American History "Massacre at Mountain Meadows deserves to be the standard account of the massacre for both LDS
and non-L DS researchers and readers...Walker, Turley, and Leonard have provided a tightly written, riveting narrative
...In this excellent volume readers of every stripe--from undergraduates to scholars to the general public--will find not
only the finest extant account of the tragedy of Mountain Meadows but also a window onto the potential, but by no
means inevitable, power of religion to contribute to mass violence." --Church History"It may be tempting to disregard
thiswork as just another in along line of books written about this tragic event, but it would be a mistake to discount it.
The authors have compiled a staggering amount of research, some of which has never been seen before, and present a
more thorough and detailed history of Mountain Meadows than has ever been written. . . This meticulously researched
book is an important contribution to the study of Mormonism in America and the authors succeeded in telling the story
of an often polarizing event in a scholarly and historically responsible way."--Religious Studies



