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Defining material culture in its broadest sense by placing artifacts in the context of social relationships, this collection 
of essays brings together the work of leading scholars to produce a rich and multifaceted portrait of early American 
life.

"By collecting so much material in one volume, St. George provides teachers of courses on material culture, social 
history, vernacular architecture, and related fields a valuable new textbook . . . first, by providing material on native 
Americans and on slaves and, second, by balancing work on New England with studies of the Middle Colonies and the 
South." -- Winterthur Portfolio 
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