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Rodger Streitmatter : Mightier than the Sword: How the News Media Have Shaped American History  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Mightier than the Sword: How 
the News Media Have Shaped American History: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. so happy with book!By MichThis really is one of the best books I 
ever read !ok back to the review- the book was in amazing condition, great price , and delivered in a timely manner, I 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=081334977X


am happy with the purchase, I am a satisfied customer!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy 
Andrew MyersonItem as described, fast shipping. Thank you.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great 
for college class!By S ShapiroI loved this book. It was great for my History of American Journalism class. It's not a 
comprehensive history book, but it goes in depth into a handful of incidents. Loved it :)

In this engaging examination of the media's influence on US history and politics, Rodger Streitmatter visits sixteen 
landmark episodes, from the American Revolution to the present-day fight for gay and lesbian marriage equality. In 
each of these cases, Streitmatter succinctly illustrates the enormous role that journalism has played in not merely 
recording this nation's history but also in actively shaping it. Mightier than the Sword offers students and professors a 
highly readable and accessible alternative to journalism history textbooks. Instead of trying to document every detail 
in the development of US media through dry, dull lists of names, dates, and headlines, this book focuses on sixteen 
discrete episodes that illustrate a point that is much larger than the sum of their parts: media have played and continue 
to play an enormous role in shaping this nation.The fourth edition features an entirely new chapter on the way US 
media have championed various gay and lesbian rights initiatives, from the 2003 Lawrence vs. Texas sodomy case 
through the June 2013 Supreme Court decision striking down DOMA (the Defense of Marriage Act). Balancing 
criticism and celebration of news media and exploring both print and electronic platforms, Mightier than the Sword 
provides students with a sense of the power and responsibility inherent in the institution of journalism.

In succinct, engrossing prose, Streitmatter shows how courageous, effective communicators have accepted their own 
and their media?s limitations to shape the outcome of events from abolitionism to anti-Semitism, women?s rights to 
civil rights, the Ku Klux Klan to Vietnam.BooklistAn easy-to-digest . . . overview of the media?s influence on 
American history and politics. . . . A fine introductory textbook for a journalism class.Kirkus sA novel approach to 
journalism history, presenting key episodes in an engaging style bound to appeal to students and the general public 
alike. Streitmatter?s lucid prose draws on study of both primary and secondary source material to provide a 
provocative synthesis and serves as a basis for thoughtful examination of the role of the news media in American 
society.Maurine H. Beasley, University of Maryland at College ParkA nice, tight package of meaningful topics quite 
readable balanceda fine workshort but substantive innovative in form and contentaccessible and insightfuldynamic 
range of topics. A great supplemental text in a mass media survey or media and history course.Charles Lewis, 
Minnesota State UniversityAccurate, engaging, and succinct. Provides ample starting point for further discussions and 
explorationVery readable; the author has a sure hand on his history and makes it accessible to the reader extensive 
bibliography is a real plus.Joe Zubrick, University of Maine, Fort KentStreitmatter?s book stands alone as the best 
thematic approach to history available. Students respond to the storytelling tone; the narratives connect the dates and 
people for them.Susan English, Gonzaga UniversityImpressive. Many texts are chock-full of facts and figures that put 
students to sleep, not so with Streitmatter?s accessible story-telling approach. The evolution of news, from the 
American revolution to journalism?s current condition, is outlined in manageable chapters that capture the 
imagination.Selene Phillips, University of Louisville 


