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Written by one of the leading economic historians of British America, the essaysin Migrants, servants, and slaves
(several of which have achieved the status of minor classics) address a series of topics of central importance to the
field. The central theme isthat of the transition from alabor force dominated by English indentured servants, to one
composed largely of African daves. In the enquiry the author examines the changing composition of the servant
population in the British North American colonies, the determinants of the pace and volume of servant migration, and
the opportunities available to servants who completed their terms. On the subject of slavery, he looks at how the initial
investments were financed, and the ability of the slave population to reproduce itself.



