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Harlow Giles Unger : ""Mr. President"": George Washington and the Making of the Nation's Highest Office 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised ""Mr. President"": 
George Washington and the Making of the Nation's Highest Office: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Again Unger puts real flesh and blood on our founders.By Paul 
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ReynoldsUnger is great. All his books such as American Tempest and Mr. President put real flesh on our founders. 
That's refreshing and so necessary because today we put these interesting and diverse men and their works and 
thoughts into some homogenized ideologically pure cubby hole. All sides and most who should know better bend 
founders' words and deeds to justify their narrow political views. For many it is hard to understand the swamp in 
which President Obama finds himself, until one reads Mr. President and finds that these current arguments are the 
same ones we have been fighting since the birth of our nation. And, Presidential powers and other constitutional issues 
are as fluid and controversial then as they are today. This book and other Unger books are required reading for those 
who are taking part in the debate on issues related to the Constitution. The real humanity (with greatness and foibles) 
that our founders possessed is necessary medicine. Harlow is a truth teller and an iconoclast, and our country needs 
both right now, although the rigid of mind will have trouble swallowing. They should take a breath and drink deep of 
Unger's reflection and of real early America.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Denis 
QuinnLike a newly discovered goldmine. So many nuggets; and quite valuable.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. very detailed and love the way he writesBy Al HarringtonI've read Mr. Unger's book about John 
Quincy Adams and it kept my attention, very detailed and love the way he writes. I've just started reading this book 
and again, Mr. Unger writes and like J.Q Adams keeps me wanting to not put the book down.

Although the framers gave the president little authority, George Washington knew whatever he did would set 
precedents for generations of future leaders. To ensure their ability to defend the nation, he simply ignored the 
Constitution when he thought it necessary.In a revealing new look at the birth of American government, Mr. President 
describes Washington's presidency in a time of continual crisis, as rebellion and attacks by foreign enemies threatened 
to destroy this new nation. Constantly weighing preservation of the Union against preservation of individual liberties 
and states' rights, Washington assumed more power with each crisis. In a series of brilliant but unconstitutional 
maneuvers he forced Congress to cede control of the four pillars of executive power: war, finance, foreign affairs, and 
law enforcement.Drawing on rare documents and letters, Unger shows how Washington combined political cunning 
and sheer genius to seize ever-widening powers, impose law and order while ensuring individual freedom, and shape 
the office of President of the United States.

Publishers Weekly, 9/16/13 [A] fast-paced chronicle of Washington's presidency.Washington Times, 11/13/13 [A] 
thoroughly researched and delightfully written bookAdds a much-needed new dimension to the Washington portraitA 
real thriller of a tale that Mr. Unger has told with skill and authority.New York Journal of Books, 10/29/13 With Mr. 
President' Harlow Giles Unger gives our precious American history the backbone it deserves and reveals more of 
Washington the man than Washington the demigodMr. Unger has the ability to not let his scholarship weigh down his 
story. History can be yawn inducing, but Mr. Unger puts his arm around us as if he is a travel companion telling a 
storyour storywith the pacing of a solid novelMr. Unger has objectively stripped away the mythological haze 
surrounding one of our most important founding fathers.San Francisco Book /Sacramento Book , 11/11/13 


