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Monro, Archdeacon of the Isles before the Protestant Reformation, wrote the first known description of the Western
Isles of Scotland from personal observation. Written in 1549, Monro's work has been highly valued for the light it
sheds on the history, topography, and philology of the Hebrides. This fuller and more accurate edition of the
Archdeacon's account, prepared by R. W. Munro, features descriptions of forty islands never published before. In
addition to his description of the islands, Monro's Geneal ogies of the Chief Clans of the Isles traces the descent of the
five chief branches of the Clan Donald. Y et another important feature of this edition is the inclusion of Donald
Monro's account of the "Council of the Isles," a unique body of Scottish leaders that met at Finlaggan in Islay. With
careful attention to sources and containing a glossary of terms, bibliography, and subject index, R. W. Munro's edition
of Monro's Western Isles of Scotland is essential reading for anyone seriously interested in the history or genealogy of
the Scottish Highlands.

The Goshenhoppen registers of baptisms, marriages, and deaths are the sacramental records of the Catholic mission at
Goshenhoppen, now Bally, in Washington Township, Berks County, Pennsylvania. Beginning in 1741, the year the
mission was founded, and extending, with some gaps, to 1819, these include sacraments administered at
Goshenhoppen and outlying missions in southeastern Pennsylvania, particularly in the counties of Berks, Bucks,
Northampton, Montgomery, Lehigh, and Lebanon, an area containing much of the early Germanic population of the
state. Goshenhoppen's registers are believed to be not only the oldest extant Catholic church registersin Pennsylvania,
but the oldest in existence of the original thirteen colonies! Hence their overriding importance in Pennsylvania-
German history and genealogy and the reason for their original publication, between 1886 and 1950, in the Records of
the American Catholic Historical Society of Philadel phia. Taken as a whole, the Goshenhoppen registers contain
entries relating to about 4,000 baptisms, marriages, and deaths, with references to about 15,000 individuals. Added to
thiswork for the first time is a complete name index.



