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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Take time out to read this book!By Lisa KayVery interesting book.
It was afast read, but an amazing look into the past. It is both happy and sad, and even alittle shocking.
"recommended"” it. | would have not seeked it out on my own. Glad they prompted me to buy.| gave it to my brother in
law when | finished and it has now made it's way around the family. Please take time to read this. It is something |
think all generations should read and discuss, no matter what your race.1 of 1 people found the following review
helpful. A new perspectiveBy Michael BlizzardVery interesting book, | learned alot about the perspective of the
former slaves from reading these books fro the different states, highly recommend it to anyone studying this period of
American history. Thisisabook that may cause you to think, use caution, not for the politically correct.0 of O people
found the following review helpful. My viewsBy Customerlnteresting book, but I'm sure the respondents didn't offer
true opinion given they were living under "Jim Crow Laws" which is one step removed from slavery and many of the
guestioners were white.

In the midst of the Great Depression, the Federal Writer's Project assigned field workers to interview ex-slaves. More
than 2,000 former slaves contributed their personal accounts and opinions, and their oral histories were deposited in
the Library of Congress. The former slaves describe the clothes they wore, the food they ate, the houses they lived in,
the type of work they did, and the treatment they received. They tell their impressions of Y ankee soldiers, the Klan,
their masters, and their new-found freedom.Because the interviews were conducted during the Great Depression, some
of the narratives provide insights that are at times surprising. These interviews have preserved a valuable source of
information about the institution of slavery in the United States and the effect it had on the people involved." One day
Grandpappy sassed Miss Polly White, and she told him that if he didn't behave hisself that she would put him in her
pocket. Grandpappy was a big man, and | ask him how Miss Polly could do that. He said she meant that she would sell
him, then put the money in her pocket. He never did sass Miss Polly no more."--Sarah DebroThese eloquent words
come from former saves themselves--an important but long-neglected source of information about the institution of
slavery in the United States. Who could better describe what slavery was like than the people who experienced it? And
describe it they did, in thousands of remarkable interviews sponsored by the Federal Writers Project during the
1930'sOver 2,000 slave narratives that are now housed in the Library of Congress. More than 170 interviews were
conducted in North Carolina. Belinda Hurmence pored over each of the North Carolina narratives, compiling and
editing 21 of the first-person accounts for this collection.These narratives, though artless in many ways, speak
compellingly of the joys and sorrows, the hopes and dreams, of the countless people who endured human bondage in
the land of the free.



