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Sven Hedin : My Life as an Explorer  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised My Life as an Explorer: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Just one of the fascinating incidental facts served up in this 
enthralling race through the multiple explorations carried out byBy Keith ValentineDid you know that central Asian 
shepherds wore shoes made from the skin of the feet of wild camels - claws, pads and all? Me neither. Just one of the 
fascinating incidental facts served up in this enthralling race through the multiple explorations carried out by this 
amazing man in the early years of the 20th Century. I'm only one third through but already exhausted; the action never 
flags but Mr Hedin still finds time to sketch, write, philosophise and be unfailingly polite, fair and diplomatic to 
everyone he meets. They were made of different stuff in those days - today's explorers look tame and self-aggrandising 
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by comparison. My only criticism is no photos, even though he mentions taking a camera and photographic plates.6 of 
6 people found the following review helpful. Real Life Adventure Like Few OthersBy zorbaWhen you think of an 
"explorer" you think of a guy like Hedin. From an early age he ventured again and again into large swatches of Asian 
geography where few or no Europeans had ever trod. Hedin graphically and realistically portrays his travels with such 
detail that you can feel the cold, the heat, the parched throats, the curious indigenous eyes and the scenery staggering 
in its beauty. When you come to the end of this book, you will be all "adventured" out, for on almost every page there 
is a suspenseful, fascinating episode. Hedin was truly an explorer's explorer. His greatness is dimmed, however, by his 
fervent support of Naziism during WWII. As someone has writen elsewhere, Hedin knew about the death camps and 
never disavowed them. He was a solid Nazi partisan. In an epilogue to this book, author and admirer Peter Hopkirk 
urges us to look at Hedin's many and major contributions and to forgive his pro-German activities in both world wars. 
I'm not quite willing to forgive, but I will segment my views of Hedin into Hedin the explorer and Hedin the Nazi 
sympathizer. Anyhow,if you're looking for a fascinating book about exploration in the most forbidding sectors of our 
planet at the turn of the 20th century, this is a book for you.10 of 10 people found the following review helpful. An 
Adventure Story Like No OtherBy K. FloyThis is a tale wonderfully told of an explorer's quest to fill in the blank 
spots on the map of Asia. Not only does Hedin present a clear and highly entertaining view of his travels, but he also 
gives us a portrait of his character. He shows us that he is a man with high goals and is undeterred in achieving those 
goals, even when all odds are against him. He shows us that he is also a very caring man, very much concerned about 
the welfare of his men and his animals. He also is a man that is awestruck by nature and is very concerned about not 
unduly intruding upon it or unnecessarily destroying it.But most of all, this is an adventure story that is just plain fun 
to read.A suggestion to readers who are not very familiar with the geography of central Asia would be to have on hand 
some good maps as the ones Hedin draws are quite limited and often fail to give the perspective that may be desireable.

FROM THE SILK ROAD AND TIBET, THE EPIC MEMOIR OF A BESTSELLING ADVENTUREOver the course 
of three decades, Sven Hedin traveled the ancient Silk Road, discovered long-lost cities, mapped previously uncharted 
rivers, and saw more of "the roof of the world" than any European before him. This epic memoir captures the splendor 
of now-vanished civilizations, the excitement of unearthing ancient monuments, the chilling terrors of snow-clogged 
mountain passes, and the parching agony of the desert. A worldwide bestseller in the 1920s, it today introduces a new 
generation to a man of exceptional daring and accomplishment. The book is illustrated with 160 of Hedin's own 
drawings.

From Library JournalIn this 1925 volume, Hedin relates his adventures as one of the first Europeans to chart the wilds 
of Asia.Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc. "No syllable is wasted...each sentence is as vibrant as the lilt 
of a Norse saga." -The New York Times"An account of an astonishing number of adventures...and of perils, a tithe of 
which would satisfy most men." -New York TribuneLanguage NotesText: English (translation) Original Language: 
Swedish 


