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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Donald L SchuttFirst hand history is always best. A 
glimpse into a part of history few people know about.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy 
REBAs advertised!5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Awesome Book on Historic Southeastern 
IndiansBy Stephen HammackIf you are researching the Upper or Lower Creek Indians or the Chickasaw Indians of the 
late 1600s to early 1700s, this is a book you simply have to have, so this new edition is heartily welcomed! Thomas 
Nairne was an Indian Agent devoted to the spread of English culture and goods throughout the southeast. He opposed 
the Spanish, who had the same goals, and successfully brought many southeastern Indian towns and confederations 
into South Carolina's field of influence. He was killed at the very beginning of the Yemassee War, in 1715, attempting 
to diffuse the powder keg of Indian anger at unscrupulous Carolinian traders (which was largely justified), and though 
it took a while, many of his viewpoints and plans for the Indian trade were eventually adopted by the United States. 
His map of the southeast, showing locations of Indian towns just after 1700, is, along with this book, one of the most 
important primary documents of the era. Unfortunately the map is reprinted so small in this edition that none of the 
detail can be seen.

Nairnes Muskhogean Journals: The 1708 Expedition to the Mississippi River, printed from a previously unpublished 
manuscript in the British Library, is the earliest known account in English of Muskhogean society. It chronicles a 
remarkable diplomatic episode in Colonial Indianwhite relations.In the winter and spring of 1708, Captain Thomas 
Nairne and Thomas Welch, a Carolina trader among the Chickasaws, accompanied by a group of Indians, left Charles 
Town and traveled west to the Mississippi River and south nearly to the Gulf of Mexico. This expedition was a key to 
English strategy during Queen Annes War. Nairne visited the Chickasaws to confirm that tribes allegiance to the 
English and then went south among the Choctaws in a futile attempt to draw that powerful tribe away from their 
loyalty to the French.Although he shared the racial and cultural biases of contemporaneous Englishmen, he knew the 
importance of the Indians as allies and enemies and so conducted his diplomatic negotiations as among equals when he 
visited the southern tribes. This knowledge of the Indians importance seems to have tempered his biases, and the 
diplomatic mission became a study of Indian life and culture.Nairne recorded in great detailand with the eye of a critic 
of the Muskhogean society and his own. His accounts include discussions of marriage and mourning ceremonies, 
rituals and techniques of hunting and warfare, and, most important, the political culture of the Chickasaws and Creeks. 
Nairnes scientific analysishe collected data and then drew conclusionsof the matrilineal and consensual bases of 
Muskhogean society has not been surpassed by any other early observer. Thus, Nairnes Muskhogean Journals: The 
1708 Expedition to the Mississippi River is a rich source of information important to anthropologists, archaeologists, 
and colonial historians.

From the Inside FlapDiscovered in the British Library, the earliest known account in English of Muskhogean society, 
chronicling a remarkable diplomatic episode between European colonists and Native Americans 


