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Marit Fosse, John Fox : Nansen: Explorer and Humanitarian before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not
it would be worth my time, and all praised Nansen: Explorer and Humanitarian:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This book is the best source | have found for descriptions of his

work ...By Idal have been fascinated by Nansen for decades. This book is the best source | have found for descriptions
of hiswork as a humanitarian. It isfilled with descriptions of the why his work was necessary and how he successfully
accomplished that work. Today the world needs another Nansen. Actually, likely every era needs a Nansen.It would be


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0761865780

helpful if the authors were consistent in using only the equivalent value of one currency, either British pounds or US
dollars, rather than the local currency of the several countries referenced in the book.1 of 1 people found the following
review helpful. A must read for anyone whose work involves humanitarian issuesBy Peter KennyThe boundaries
drawn up after the First World War are said to have spawned many of the conflicts that still haunt humanity today.
During that war the Russian Revolution occurred. It was followed by decades of upheaval and uncertainty and many
millions of people were left displaced as refugees or migrants seeking a better place to live. National boundaries were
drawn or redrawn after that conflict, the Great War.Doesnt it al sound familiar?Reading Marit Fosse and John Foxs
Nansen Explorer and Humanitarian it springs to mind that this stage of the 21st century badly needs someone like
Fridtjof Nansen.This book could not be more timely in view of the refugee crises the world faces in the 21st century,
giving insights into mistakes made and opportunities lost by international leaders, organizations and non-governmental
players. More contextualization and analysis could accentuate its potential. The book isamust read for those all those
whose work involves humanitarian issues and human rights and those dealing with mass movements of people.
Journalists writing about them can see many of the historical markers.A larger than life character with strict ideals
stemming from his austere Protestant background, Nansen started out as a scientist, explorer and oceanographer and
was also an artist diplomat and humanitarian. Nansen lived in the days of an upper class family tradition of public
service brought up in an €elitist arena, but with a deep concern of those around him. At the age of 20 he set out to cross
the massive Greenland icecap.As in much of hislife Nansens actions were predicated by meticulous planning and
foresight and the research into his colourful life documented in the book shows similar commitment.The book is
written in aclear and logical style, easy to read and follow with flowing text, but could have examined Nansen more
criticaly particularly with his often nave lack of questioning about the Soviet Union. Its clear aim isto seek to explore
the impact of Nansens life, and specifically hislongstanding support of displaced people and to inspire othersto
follow in his footsteps.Interesting characters drop in, sometimes alittle unexpectedly, like Jan Smuts, the former South
African prime minister of South Africawho had fought against the British Empire as a general in the Anglo-Boer War
at the turn of the century. But no contextualization for Smuts is given and why he was playing such akey rolein the
formation of the League of Nations, the organization that preceded the United Nations.A good segment of the book
focusses on the League of Nations formed after the First World War, an organization that never fulfilled its potential in
its short life due to the lack of commitment by some of its key members. Nansen had seen the League of Nations as
giving new hope to humanity after that terrible war which spurred his devotion to helping refugees, prisoners of war
and the stateless. The book provides usin the 21st century an idea of the scale of the problems after World War One
and the mass movement of people that the conflict and the peace itself brought about with the redrawing of so many
international boundaries.For his work Nansen was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1922. Like many devoted to the
causes of others Nansens own family life suffered and more detail on this would have made good reading.

Visionary, explorer, researcher, diplomat, humanistFridtjof Nansen was no ordinary man. Nansen was a dedicated
scientist who made an outstanding contribution to marine zoology and oceanography, an audacious adventurer who
pushed our knowledge of the Arctic to new frontiers, and an indefatigable savior of human beings displaced by
conflict. As ayoung man Nansen led two successful polar expeditions and became a national hero, participating in the
birth pangs of his countryNorway. As arespected international elder statesman he began a new career in 1919 by
bringing home hundreds of thousands of prisoners-of-war from the remotest corners of Europe and Siberia. He created
the Nansen Passport for stateless people under his responsibility and sought to give the Armenian people a secure
homeland. For his effortsin favor of prisoners of war, famine relief and Russian refugees, he was awarded the Nobel
Peace Prizein 1922.

Nansen: Explorer and Humanitarian is a well-researched book intended for the general public aswell as students of
international politics. (Norwegian American Weekly)About the AuthorMarit Fosse is awriter, journalist, entrepreneur,
and creative manager with a broad-based background in highly competitive and dynamic organizations. She set up
Diva International and succeeded in making it a reference magazine for the international community in Geneva,
Switzerland, and has published hundreds of articles and co-authored several books. She is also the vice-president of
the World Trade Center in Dakar, Senegal, and isinvolved in developing businessin Mali. John Fox isaformer
publications officer for the BBC and UNESCO and aretired international civil servant. He is a contributor to and co-
editor of Diva: International Diplomat and co-author of The League of Nations: From Collective Security to Global
Rearmament.



