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1 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Essential guide to Samuel booksBy A CustomerWhenever one wants 
to learn the bible, you get to the stage that you need good literturic analysis of the text. Dr. Fokkelman does that most 
succesfully. He demonstrates reccuring events in the book, similiar words that hint for similiar behind-the-scenes 
things, or the hidden message of the prophet who wrote the book. It is not a required reading for everybody, but if you 
want to learn (and teach) the book of Smauel (and really the whole bible) seriously, this book is very recommended.

Narrative Art and Poetry in the Books of Samuel is the vast undertaking to interpret all the material in Samuel. 
Everything that the text has to offer can only be understood and appreciated to the full, and its interpretation can only 
lay claim to full validity by means of an integral view. Therefore the author has developed a textual model which 
regards and covers the composition of the Samuel books as a hierarchy of twelve levels. This is the fourth and final 
volume of the author's integrative reading of the Samuel material in its entirety. Vow and Desire turns to the beginning 
of First Samuel and describes chapters 1-12. They contain the thematic basis of the whole composition by relating the 
crucial transition between two periods. The Judges period, represented by Eli and Samuel, is drawing to a close and 
the new order shows us the prophet Samuel who finds himself forced to anoint Saul as king, and thus to inaugurate the 
monarchy.


