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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A real good look into the pastBy John PurcellI found Townsend's 
and Nuttall's experiences very interesting. I've been birding for almost 70 years but I never had to deal with Indians or 
the physical hardship that those guys did. Many of the birds names have been altered and sometimes it is hard to know 
what species he is talking about. A real good look into the past. I and many other people saw a Townsend's Warbler in 
Chicago October 12, 2002. 5th Illinois record I think. John Purcell11 of 11 people found the following review helpful. 
An honest, open look at wild lands and native peopleBy Paper PenThis is a remarkable look at the untamed American 
West of 1834-1837 through the eyes of a young naturalist. Despite its age, this account is quite readable. The smaller 
segments describing Townsend's visits to Hawaii, Tahiti and Chile are also enjoyable.Since this is a diary, it does have 
some flat spots (not every day can be an adventure), but mostly Townsend fills his descriptions with details and color 
that bring his encounters alive. You can sense Townsend maturing as the journey goes on. One suggestion to the 
editors: If a new edition is produced, it would be nice to include a map of Townsend's travels, because in some places 
it's hard to tell where he is.A tip to the reader: Skip the introduction, since it's mostly just a summary of what you'll be 
reading. It does, however, contain a description of what happened to Townsend after the book, so go back and read 
that once you finish.2 of 17 people found the following review helpful. GREAT BOOK!By A Customerhi everyone, 
please buy, read and cherish this book! you would not believe how much work went into this - I know because I'm the 
author's daughter. BUY BUY BUY! :) thanks

The Narrative chronicles a journey of discovery by the first trained naturalist to cross the American continent. 
Townsend's account of his trek along what would soon become the Oregon Trail is a classic of western exploration 
and scientific discovery.

About the AuthorEditor George A. Jobanek is a writer and ornithologist in Eugene, Oregon, and the author of "An 
Annotated Bibliography of Oregon Bird Literature Published before 1934"(OSU Press). 


