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Jon Butler : New World Faiths: Religion in Colonial America (Religion in American Life) before purchasing it

in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised New World Faiths: Religion in Colonial
America (Religion in American Life):

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Jon Butler's New World FaithsBy David S.HathawayGood


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0195333101

information but poorly written -- repetitious and inefficient style. Poorly edited. More like adraft of athesis -- not a
final product.1 of 3 people found the following review helpful. If you wannaknow alittle more historyBy Mike
LBoring but had lots of good historical information on how religion helped shape America and the surrounding region.
The writing is good and the book is easy to read if one isfamilliar with American history.

Many people believe that the piety of the Pilgrimstypified early American religion. However, by the 1730s Catholics,
Jews, and Africans had joined Native Americans, Puritans, and numerous other Protestants in the colonies. Jon Butler
launches his narrative with a description of the state of religious affairs in both the Old and New Worlds. He explores
the failure of John Winthrop's goal to achieve Puritan perfection, the controversy over Anne Hutchinson's tenacious
faith, the evangelizing stamina of ex-slave and Methodist preacher Absalom Jones, and the spiritual resilience of the
Catawba Indians. The meeting of these diverse groups and their varied use of music, dance, and ritual produced an
unprecedented evolution of religious practice, including the birth of revivals. And through their daily interactions,
these Americans created a living foundation for the First Amendment. After Independence their active diversity of
faiths led Americans to the groundbreaking idea that government should abandon the use of law to support any
religious group and should instead guarantee free exercise of religion for everyone.

"A thorough yet succinct account of the rise of religious pluralism amidst the birth of a new nation.... Establishes a
valuable foundation to examine the religious roots of the 13 original colonies."--Today's Librarian"There is atendency
in secondary American history textbooksto paint religion in colonial America as atype of grey, monolithic,
uniformity. As Jon Butler so clearly and succinctly in his"Religion in Colonial America' informs us, nothing could be
further from the truth....As current American society becomes more religiously diverse, Jon Butler's"Religion in
Colonial America" is an important reminder that as a people, we have aways been religiously diverse."--Religious
Studiesin Secondary SchoolsAbout the AuthorJon Butler is Dean of the Graduate School of Arts Sciences and
Howard R. Lamar Professor of American History, Yale University.



