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Angus Konstam : Nile River Gunboats 18821918 (New Vanguard)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Nile River Gunboats 18821918 (New Vanguard): 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Gunboats in the attack...By HMS WarspiteA young Winston 
Churchill's "The River War" helped immortalize the British military thrust up the Nile River into Sudan, there to 
retake the city of Khartoum from Mahdi rebels. The part played by British gunboats on the Nile campaign has been 
rather underpublicized. That fault is remedied in this Osprey New Vanguard Series book, "Nile River Gunboats 1882-
1918", by Angus Konstam, with illustrations by Peter Dennis.The first British gunboats on the upper Nile were 
actually improvised by General Gordon during the Siege of Khartoum in 1882. They were underpowered river 
steamers, outfitted with weapons and wooden timbers for protection. General Kitchener's deliberate campaign into the 
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Sudan in 1896 drew on purpose-built and much more capable vessels. The narrative sets the strategic situation in the 
Sudan and spends the bulk of the book describing the gunboats and how they were modified and operated. The 
concluding chapters cover their actual combat operations.This is a fascinating book, a concise but very interesting look 
at the gunboats and their multi-national crews. The author provides some nice first person accounts to add detail to the 
photographs, illustrations, and diagrams which describe the various classes of gunboats. Well done, and highly 
recommended to students of the conflict and the era of British colonialism in northeast Africa.2 of 2 people found the 
following review helpful. Lovely little bookBy wjcAn excellent survey, great illustrations. Despite its small size 
(which can't be helped with Osprey books and most readers should know what to expect), Konstam goes above and 
beyond to thoroughly research the topic and write as complete a book as most of us will need.0 of 0 people found the 
following review helpful. Five StarsBy RAYMOND C. CLAYthank you

For more than 30 years, the Nile river gunboat was an indispensable tool of empire, policing the great river, and acting 
as floating symbols of British imperial power. They participated in every significant colonial campaign in the region, 
from the British invasion of Egypt in 1882, to the Battle of Omdurman in 1898, when Britain finally won control of 
the Sudan. After that, the gunboats helped maintain British control over both Egypt and the Sudan, and played a key 
role in safeguarding British interests around the headwaters of the Nile--a region hotly contested by several European 
powers. Featuring specially commissioned artwork, this comprehensive volume offers a detailed analysis of the Nile 
river gunboats' entire career, from monitoring British colonial interests to defending Egypt against the Ottoman Turks 
in World War I.

"Illustrated with period photos and drawings and new artwork . . . [Nile River Gunboats] examines the full story of 
these iconic Empire builders, from the first hastily adapted "penny steamers" to the three classes of purpose-built 
gunboats that finally conquered the Sudan." - Sea Classics MagazineAbout the AuthorAngus Konstam is the author of 
over 50 books, and several books on piracy, including The History of Pirates, and Blackbeard: America's Most 
Notorious Pirate. He worked as the Curator of Weapons at the Tower of London and as the Chief Curator of the Mel 
Fisher Maritime Museum in Key West, Florida. He lives in Edinburgh. Peter Dennis studied illustration at Liverpool 
Art College and has since contributed to hundreds of books. A keen wargamer and modelmaker, he lives in 
Nottinghamshire, UK. 


