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Susan D. Matthews : No Longer Silent: The Empowerment of Women in the Gospels  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised No Longer Silent: The Empowerment of 
Women in the Gospels: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. A Call to Inner AuthenticityBy Jane ZimmermanNo Longer Silent is 
a very readable book with short vignettes, told by various Gospel women as they search within themselves for lives of 
greater authenticity. Susan Matthews skillfully takes us into their milieu and invites us to see through their eyes what 
we are often too busy to notice.The women come alive as they rejoice, struggle and rediscover what they intuitively 
knew all along: that they are loved as they are by our God. Indeed, they emerge in familiar ways for today's women, as 
they are changed by their encounters with Jesus who affirms and accepts and embraces them as beloved of God and 
bearers of wisdom.The questions following each woman's story invite us to go deeper inside ourselves where we and 
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God meet, - where we are gently invited to see our lives from the perspective of the inner eyes of the heart.It is clear 
that Matthews writes from the stance of her own contemplative life, far removed from the everyday rationalizations of 
the head, deep into the heart of the matter. She invites and challenges us to do the same.Not only is this book valuable 
for individual prayer and meditation; it is also an excellent tool for use with groups committed to their own inner 
growth!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great book----everyone who is interested in the BibleBy 
Lindia SpeerGreat book----everyone who is interested in the Bible, women's rights, and having a personal relationship 
with our Lord should read this book. Very enlightening to the way women were treated in the past as well as how they 
are treated today. A must for anyone who cares about other people..1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
Finally - the feelings and thoughts of the female followers of Jesus.By Joseph C. Spina, OSFDifferent approach to 
some of the names we have known for a long time. It's about time the female voice is heard.We, in the Ecumenical 
Catholic Communion, welcome all into ordained ministry - some of our best clergy people are women.Walk in the 
footsteps of the Nazareth Carpenter realizing no one is excluded from His table.

The story of Jesus of Nazareth has been called "the greatest story ever told," but what role do women play in that 
story? In No Longer Silent, author Susan Dehn Matthews attempts to highlight the women in the Gospels and provide 
the background behind those important women.Matthews starts by noting that women in the Gospels were deliberately 
dis-empowered in order to maintain their presumed dependence, both in Scripture and in society. She then gives a 
voice to the minds and hearts of the women of the gospels who have been marginalized or ignored altogether. As she 
writes, "Each women whose story is recounted here is remarkable precisely because, through the power of an 
encounter with Jesus, she discovered within herself the Divine energy that allowed her to offer her unique gift to the 
world." Some of the women Matthews writes about include: Elizabeth Mary of Nazareth Mary at the Wedding of Cana 
The widowed mother of Nain The woman accused The mother of James and John The sisters of Lazarus The wife of 
Pilate Mary Magdalene Joanna

When I was asked to read Susan Dehn Matthews book, NO LONGER SILENT: The Empowerment of Women in the 
Gospels, I had no idea I would be embarking on a journey with a visionary and prophet. The trip is wild and 
wonderful, for those who wish to expand their comprehension of Scriptural vignettes beyond a literal translation and 
beyond a "reasonable" one. It is equally exciting for anyone who desires to reach a new understanding of women in 
Scripture, one that is demanding of personal growth. In each of the 34 presentations, Matthews leads the reader into a 
new and different understanding of both the events she depicts and the participants whose lives are changed as a result 
of their responses to the divine call discovered in each unique situation. Confining herself to selected women in the 
Gospels, Matthews has done a yeoman's work. She has achieved her goal as defined in the Afterword of the book. 
Through their encounters with Jesus in various roles, the women became more fully the persons God desired them to 
be. What is more important, "Each woman is an expression of some part of us as individuals." To paraphrase 
Matthews, the increase of our awareness of the Divine energy suffusing all creation will permit the stories in the book 
to become complete.From conception to crucifixion, Jesus of Nazareth becomes real as prophet, storyteller, teacher, 
healer, and Messiah within the feminine experience of life. This book is a tale of spiritual midwifery that relates 
specifically to women, but can easily be broadened to include the masculine understanding as well. It is the saga of 
humanity seeking freedom and justice, finding pain and passion while increasing one's capacity to love. It speaks of 
rejection and resentment, acceptance and understanding all within the human experience. It is a tribute to the Hebrew 
cry: "L'Chaim, to life!"Especially intriguing were the selections from Scripture that did not identify gender, as in the 
centurion's slave and the couple traveling on the road to Emmaus. Matthews chooses to see them as women, thus 
giving a fresh aspect to the stories. She views the Martha/Mary story from the perspective of one who has a difficult 
time understanding another's choice of lifestyle. In so doing, she comes to a nuanced conclusion regarding Jesus' 
apparent admonishment regarding Martha's angst over Mary's option for the better part of life. Matthews sees both 
women as blessed by Jesus' words.Reading this text heightened my desire to seek a group that would explore the 
stories, respond to the excellent questions that follow each vignette, and thus deepen life in God. An experienced 
facilitator could easily incorporate men in the study without diminishing the feminine contribution and, I believe, 
enhancing it.While appreciating the need to note the empowerment of women in the Gospels, and thus to be 
empowered as women of the Gospel, it is good to allow men to understand a viewpoint that might not be theirs at the 
outset. Similarly, it would be a fine opportunity for literalists to broaden, no pun intended, their viewpoint.Matthews 
heeded the Lucan command and did it well. "Let anyone with ears to hear listen!" --A Second Look, October 20, 2011 


