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James Madison : Notes of Debates in the Federal Convention of 1787  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Notes of Debates in the Federal Convention of 1787: 

34 of 34 people found the following review helpful. Fascinating read, but needs background on the participantsBy 
Howard SchulmanIn a biography on Madison I read that every day of his life after the Consitutional Convention he 
was asked to reveal the notes he had taken of the debates, and not until well after he and every one else present at the 
convention died, in 1840, did Madison allow these notes to become public. Others had surrepticiuosly taken notes of 
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the procedings, but none were substantial. Everyone knew Madison's notes would reveal the truth about what 
happened during the Constitutional debates.I actually didn't have that hard a time reading the text, as I was expecting 
the worst. Admittedly, I only read the first two hundred pages and scattered sections. The text is over 600 pages long, 
though it is nicely broken up by days during the four month long marathon.The text of the debates does have its 
entertaining moments. It was fascinating to hear the leading men of the day discuss the plusses and minuses of various 
rules for structuring their nation to be.My major criticism of this particular edition is that there is no background 
information given on each of the "combatants" at the debates or explanatory footnotes within the text. The more I read 
on the founding of the United States, the more I realize that there were many politicians besides Jefferson, Madison, 
Franklin, etc. These lesser-known men's lives are very relevent and interesting, too, and I felt that I would have gotten 
more out of the reading if I had known more about the characters and the local background of the issues at that time. I 
do plan on returning to the Notes of the Debates in the future.Othewise, the text can only be rated at 5 stars.add 
(2/12/06): I would highly suggest reading "Decision in Philadelphia" by Collier and Collier if you are unfamiliar with 
the participants and issues in the 1787 Consitutional Convention. It is an excellent book and an extremely easy read.0 
of 0 people found the following review helpful. A true treasure from the the 4th President and leader of World 
Governmental History at the Constitutional Convention!By mcheinI've been looking for a reasonably priced 
publishing of Madison's "Notes" for years now. I was ecstatic to find it and it will be passed down in the family...0 of 
0 people found the following review helpful. Useful reference textBy Tiffany C.Although Madison's notes are 
available online, it is useful to have them in book form; the index is especially invaluable.

Shares President Madison's account of the debates that shaped the Constitutional Convention as well as the U.S. 
Constitution.

"The one invaluable source for the Federal Convention is, of course, James Madison's Notes of Debates. ... essential 
for all libraries."-- Harvard Law 


