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Forrest McDonald : Novus Ordo Seclorum: The Intellectual Origins of the Constitution before purchasingitin
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Novus Ordo Seclorum: The Intellectual
Origins of the Constitution:

8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Forrest McDonald is one of the greatest living American
historiansBy Russell L. BlaylockForrest McDonald is one of the greatest living American historians. This book should


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0700603115

not only be on the bookshelf of al those who enjoy readings about the American founding, but should be carefully
read and re-read. Each readings gives a deeper understanding of the miracle of the foundation of this nation.
Excellent!!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Boring read.By griffineirel nteresting subject but the book
is s000000 boring. | had to pick abook from alist for school and this was the one | picked because it was the cheapest
but it was a very boring read.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. excellent bookBy Robert W. Smithi
really appreciate the work that this author has put into this book. it is an outstanding review of the traditions, customs,
and thoughts of the colonial period with brief discussion of the pre-colonial foundations. i learned so much from this
work! i planto re-read it in ayear or two to gather new information. thisis highly recommended for al of us who have
wondered, "where did the framers come up with that idea?'. now, we have a better clue. i give this5 stars and a solid
"A". it ishighly recommended.

Thisisthe first major interpretation of the framing of the Constitution to appear in more than two decades. Forrest
McDonald, widely considered one of the foremost historians of the Constitution and of the early national period,
reconstructs the intellectual world of the Founding Fathersincluding their understanding of law, history political
philosophy, and political economy, and their firsthand experience in public affairsand then analyzes their behavior in
the Constitutional Convention of 1787 in light of that world. No one has attempted to do so on such a scale before.
McDonald's principal conclusion is that, though the Framers brought a variety of ideological and philosophical
positions to bear upon their task of building a"new order of the ages,” they were guided primarily by their own
experience, their wisdom, and their common sense." A witty and energetic study of the ideas and passions of the
Framers."New Y ork Times Book Review"Bristles with wit and intellectual energy." Christian Science Monitor"A
masterpiece. McDonald's status as an interpreter of the Constitution is unequalledmagisterial." National Review

"An important, comprehensive statement about the most fundamental period in American history. It deals
authoritatively with topics no student of America can afford to ignore."Harvey Mansfield, author of The Spirit of
LiberalismFrom the Back Cover'A witty and energetic study of the ideas and passions of the Framers.' - New Y ork
Times Book 'An important, comprehensive statement about the most fundamental period in American history. It deals
authoritatively with topics no student of American can afford to ignore.' - Harvey Mansfield, author of the Spirit of
LiberalismAbout the AuthorForrest McDonald is Distinguished Research Professor of History at the University of
Alabama and author of sixteen books, including States Rights and the Union: Imperium in Imperio, 1776-1876; The
American Presidency; The Presidency of George Washington; and The Presidency of Thomas Jefferson. He was
named by the NEH as the sixteenth Jefferson Lecturer, the nation's highest honor in the humanities.



