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William Bradford : Of Plymouth Plantation: 1620-1647  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Of Plymouth Plantation: 1620-1647: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Not for Casual InterestBy FSLThis is my third book about the 
pilgrims. It recounts behind-the-scenes details of the Pilgrim epic, but it may not be a good choice for readers w/ 
casual interest. It is a chronological account of events and developments Mr. Bradford deemed to be significant to the 
history of the Plymouth settlement. Some of these are interesting and important to read about, while many pertain to 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0394438957


business and legal relationships and dealings w/ authorities, sponsors, and financiers back in the UK which I found 
less interesting, but upon which he spends considerable number of pages and stories. The old english thru much of the 
book is beautiful and interesting to read on the printed page, but in other parts the english is so period and oblique, you 
might read it 2 or 3 times and not get the gist of it. Those paragraphs appear in nearly every chapter, so frequently the 
reading becomes a slow crawl. If your interest is religious persecutions, the Mayflower, Thanksgiving, and battles w/ 
Indians, there are other books better suited to that reader (the Mayflower journey was a very small part early in the 
book, and almost zero about any particular "Thanksgiving day", although the footnotes provide some discussion of it ) 
. But if you want a look into the business end of the pilgrim experience, like property rights, interrelationships w/ old 
England, and who was footing the bills, then these first-hand accounts should be part of your reading list..3 of 3 people 
found the following review helpful. William Bradford - Our National TreasureBy Ronald Douglas 
BerkebileAncestralHistory has indexed this book for Mayflower descendants. As many other reviewers have stated, 
this book clarifies the essence of the thanksgiving feast, the multitude of Pilgrim trials, Adventurer demands, and 
subsequent freedom from indebtedness. If a reader is interested in more than the basic pilgrimage story, William 
Bradford willingly shared first hand accounts of the original Pilgrims and subsequent colonists. There are good 
hardworking freedom seeking people living alongside scoundrels, manipulators, and savages. Not all Mayflower 
Pilgrims are described within; however, the events surrounding the unnamed colonists are just as applicable to them. 
Given all the trials these brave people endured, it is remarkable William Bradford was able to maintain a detailed 
diary. This book is a national treasure, and William Bradford is as important as subsequent great Americans to 
follow.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Garbled Text: UnreadableBy AlexandreaCannot even read 
the text. The words are all jumbled and computer generated from an old primary edition. Do not recommend this 
ebook if you actually want to read it. However, I purchased a physical copy of the book and enjoyed Bradford's 
narrative on the Puritan's arrival to the "New World."

Bradfords history is a story of a simple people inspired by an ardent faith to a dauntless courage in danger, a 
resourcefulness in dealing with new problems, an impregnable fortitude in adversity that exalts and heartens one in an 
age of uncertainty, when courage falters and faith grows dim. It is this story, told by a great human being, that has 
made the Pilgrim Fathers in a sense the spiritual ancestors of all Americans, all pioneers. Thus Samuel Eliot Morison, 
the pre-eminent American historian in this field, in his Preface to this great American classic. For the first time the 
printed text of Bradfords history has been compared word for word with the original manuscript; for the first time the 
difficult abbreviations and contractions used by Bradford have been filled out and his archaic and variant spellings 
made uniform. This edition has double value: it presents Governor Bradfords text in readable form and it provides 
contemporary readers with a history of that text and its enduring significance by the historian clearly elect to interpret 
it.

About the AuthorBradfords history is a story of a simple people inspired by an ardent faith to a dauntless courage in 
danger, a resourcefulness in dealing with new problems, an impregnable fortitude in adversity that exalts and heartens 
one in an age of uncertainty, when courage falters and faith grows dim. It is this story, told by a great human being, 
that has made the Pilgrim Fathers in a sense the spiritual ancestors of all Americans, all pioneers. Thus Samuel Eliot 
Morison, the preeminent American historian in this field, in his Preface to this great American classic. For the first 
time the printed text of Bradfords history has been compared word for word with the original manuscript; for the first 
time the difficult abbreviations and contractions used by Bradford have been filled out and his archaic and variant 
spellings made uniform. This edition has a double value: it presents Governor Bradfords text in readable form and it 
provides contemporary readers with a history of that text and its enduring significance by the historian clearly elect to 
interpret it. 


