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Thomas Fleming : One Small Candle: The Pilgrims First Year in America  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised One Small Candle: The Pilgrims First Year in America: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. One Small CancleBy Carol EvansVery interesting book describing 
the lives of the pilgrims as they left England and settled in America. Lots of interesting details.42 of 44 people found 
the following review helpful. One Small CandleBy dutchThis book places a personal look on the trials and tribulations 
of the Pilgrims. It points out the tyrannies escaped, the hardships of cold, sea sickness,dangers of the agonies and 
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mishaps of the voyage, suicide and death. The final landing and 50% of survivors, clearly indicate the perseverance 
and character needed to survive. These were ordinary humans along with some rejects of London slums who typify 
those who founded our nation. It furnishes a well founded pride in or national heritage. There is no better book on the 
subject than Tom Fleming's descriptions. Dutch4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. My Mayflower 
AncestorBy Kindle CustomerWhat I really enjoyed about this book is the backgrounds of the various travelers on the 
Mayflower. So many books begin when the pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock. This one fleshed out the individuals 
and the problems they experienced before they even embarked, let alone the horrors of the trip itself. What a wonder 
than any of them survived the trip.

This vivid, deeply moving book begins in London in 1620 as Pilgrim representatives sign a contract to purchase the 
freighter Mayflower. We accompany them on their harrowing voyage across the Atlantic, through the rigors of the 
first New England winter and the threat of Indian attack as they desperately search for the home they eventually find at 
Plymouth. Once there, they must continue the struggle against brutal weather and disease. With masterly skill, New 
York Times bestselling historian Thomas Fleming gives us life-size portraits of the Pilgrim leaders. The Pilgrims 
unique achievements the Mayflower Compact, their tolerance of other faiths, the strict separation of church and state 
are discussed in the context of the first years anxieties and crises. Fleming writes admiringly of the younger men who 
emerged in that year as the real leaders of the colony William Bradford and Miles Standish. And he provides new 
insights into the humanity and tolerance of the Pilgrims spiritual shepherd, Elder William Brewster. On the first 
Thanksgiving, the Pilgrims are already aware that they are the forerunners of a great nation. It is implicit in William 
Bradfords words, As one small candle may light a thousand, so the light kindled here has shone unto many. . . .
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