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Richard King: Orientalism and Religion: Post-Colonial Theory, Indiaand " The Mystic East" before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Orientalism and Religion:
Post-Colonia Theory, Indiaand "The Mystic East":

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Must have! By Vineet ChanderA must-have for anyone serious about


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0415202582

critically studying religion and especially for students of Hindu studies.O of 2 people found the following review
helpful. great deconstruction of Euro-centric academic epistemologiesBy pemad2This book has been very helpful to
me in recognizing why Religious Studies theory is biased toward dualistic epistemologies that limit the knowable to
objects the ordinary mind can apprehend. This "epistemology of limitation" (p. 179) seriously distorts some non-
Western systems and assumes their truth claims could never be true. Chapter 8 in particular deals with thistopic. Great
book, very refreshing and helpful if you work in contemplative and/or Asian systems.18 of 23 people found the
following review helpful. One of the best available books on "Hinduism"By deafguyRichard King has written avery
provocative and very useful book. In Orientalism and Religion, King argues that the term "Hinduism" does not
represent any single ancient "religion.” Rather, Hinduism is a construct of western scholars who, upon encountering
Indian culture, created areligion along the lines of their own Christian conceptions of what a religion ought to be.
These scholars of the nineteenth century sought out Indian equivalents of their own Christian culture (i.e. sacred texts
and authority figures), and from these (largely the Vedas and the Brahmin caste, respectively) created the "religion” of
the Hindus, or "Hinduism." This construction of a"world religion" abetted the colonial exploitation of Indians. King
effectively argues the point through examinations of the works of early "Orientalist" scholars and works of more
recent scholars who exhibit the same "essentializing" tendencies.King's account draws quite explicitly on the work of
Michel Foucault and Edward Said, but King deals creatively with both Foucault and Said in generating his own unique
approach to the study of the "West's" colonia encounter with India. King is not content with an account that denies the
agency of native Indians. He thus focuses on how "native informants,” often in reaction against colonial forces,
ironically helped perpetuate, and indeed bring into being, the "Hinduism" created by Orientalist scholars.This book
should interest all students of religion, asit is part of a growing recognition that the use of the term "religion” when
discussing non-western or ancient culturesis highly problematic. Indeed, a possible difficulty for King is hisinsistence
that there were indigenous "religions’ in India before the colonial encounter (as on p. 103). Orientalism and Religion
should greatly impact specialistsin Hinduism, but it is also accessible for the general reader willing to put forth alittle
extra effort.

Orientalism and Religion offers us atimely discussion of the implications of contemporary post-colonial theory for the
study of religion. Richard King examines the way in which notions such as mysticism, religion, Hinduism and
Buddhism are taken for granted. He shows us how religion needs to be reinterpreted along the lines of cultural studies.
Drawing on avariety of post-structuralist and post-colonial thinkers, such as Foucault, Gadamer, Said, and Spivak,
King provides us with a challenging series of reflections on the nature of Religious Studies and Indology.

"Richard King's Orentalism and Religion™ is an impressive and truly cross-disciplinary study that tackles head on
some of the field's most deeply ingrained yet troublesome presumptions. This book promises to set the terms for future
debates on the status, methods and "theories of religion."-Russell McCutcheon, Southwest Missouri State University
"An insightful and provocative contribution to recent series of studies that can be best characterized as ‘colonial
discourse analysis."-Gerald Larson, Indiana University "Thisis an important book. The main theme, the 'othering' of
the East, is highly significant and original, painstakingly documented, and with major implications for western
scholarship.”-Grace Jantzen, University of Manchester About the AuthorRichard King teaches Religious Studies at the
University of Stirling. Heis the author of Early Advaita Vedanta and Buddhism.



