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Gershom Gerhard Scholem : Origins of the Kabbalah (Princeton Paperbacks)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Origins of the Kabbalah (Princeton Paperbacks): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. More Kabbala In EnglishBy thirdtwinAnother of Scholem's ground 
breaking works on mysticism- sterling effort in his attempt to bring the ideas to a wider audience in english and 
rejuvenate interest in the study of kabbala in general; a goal in which he succeeded.2 of 2 people found the following 
review helpful. I have every one of his books and they are the most perfect books for those who must know 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0691020477


kabbalahBy Sharon CampbellGershom Scholem, what more would I have to say. I have every one of his books and 
they are the most perfect books for those who must knowkabbalah. It is the mystic wonder you will never forget.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. PERHAPS A BETTER INTRODUCTION TO KABALAH THAN THE 
KABALAH ITSELF.By voghitA good read and, owing at leas to up-to-date scholarship working with recent 
archaeological findings, is perhaps. a better introduction to Kabalah than the Kabalah itself.. Glad I have a number of 
very good dictionaries for, despite a good classical education and many years of wide reading, I ran into a number of 
words I had never seen before..

One of the most important scholars of our century, Gershom Scholem (1897-1982) opened up a once esoteric world of 
Jewish mysticism, the Kabbalah, to concerned students of religion. The Kabbalah is a rich tradition of repeated 
attempts to achieve and portray direct experiences of God: its twelfth-and thirteenth-century beginnings in southern 
France and Spain are probed in Origins of the Kabbalah, a work crucial in Scholem's oeuvre. The book is a 
contribution not only to the history of Jewish medieval mysticism but also to the study of medieval mysticism in 
general and will be of interest to historians and psychologists, as well as to students of the history of religion.

.com Gershom Scholem's Origins of the Kabbalah provides a painstakingly detailed history of Kabbalah's rise among 
medieval French and Spanish Jews, describes the first publication of Jewish mystical texts, and investigates the growth 
of their influence on Jewish religious life. The book also doubles back to describe secret traditions of Jewish 
Gnosticism, which describe a Creation story so numerological and esoteric it makes the New Testament book of 
Revelation look as simple and straightforward as a Saturday-morning cartoon. This book is much denser than 
Scholem's excellent On the Kabbalah and its Symbolism, but for readers with a basic knowledge of Kabbalah, it 
shouldn't be rough going. --Michael Joseph Gross "[Scholem] labors the wealth, even the scandal, of the past in order 
to multiply options of survival. No great textual scholar, no master of philology and historical criticism commands a 
technique at once more scrupulously attentive to its object and more instinct with the writer's voice. That voice reaches 
out and grabs the layman."--George Steiner, The New Yorker"[Scholem's] work on Jewish mysticism, messianism, 
and sectarianism, spanning now half a century, constitutes . . . one of the major achievements of the historical 
imagination in our time. I would contend that it is of vital interest not only to anyone concerned with the history of 
religion but to anyone struggling to understand the underlying problematics of the human predicament."--Robert Alter, 
Commentary"This book has been a classic in its field since it was first issued in 1950, and it still stands as uniquely 
authoritative and intriguingly instructive. . . . [It is] a monument of revelation and insight bridging anthropology, 
religion, sociology, and history."--Publishers WeeklyLanguage NotesText: English, German (translation) 


