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12 of 14 people found the following review helpful. Important, Translations into EnglishBy P. NagyParacelsus 
(Theophrastus Bombastus von Hohenheim, 1493-1541): Essential Theoretical Writings edited, introduced, translated 
by Andrew Weeks (Aries Book Series: Brill) The daunting writings of Paracelsus--the second largest 16th-century 
body of writings in German after Luther's--contributed to medicine, natural science, alchemy, philosophy, theology, 
and esoteric tradition. This volume provides a critical edition of essential writings from the authoritative 1589 Huser 
Paracelsus alongside new English translations and commentary on the sources and context of the full corpus. The 
Essential Theoretical Writings incorporate topics ranging from metaphyics, cosmology, faith, religious conflict, magic, 
gender, and education, to the processes of nature, disease and medication, female and male sufferings, and cures of 
body and soul. Properly contextualized, these treatises yield rich extracts of Renaissance and Reformation culture, 
soundings of 16th-century life, and keys to an influential but poorly understood early modern intellectual tradition. 
This work will supersede all other translations into English and lays an admirable foundation for future balanced and 
depth studies of Paracelsus.Andrew Weeks is Professor of German at Illinois State University, with a doctorate in 
Comparative Literature from the University of Illinois, has published intellectual biographies of Jacob Boehme, 
Paracelsus, Valentin Weigel, a history of German mysticism, and translations of Weigel's writings. He is well qualified 
to help in the reform of this pivotal figure standing between tradition and the innovations of science.Theophrastus 
Bombastus von Hohenheim, known as Paracelsus (1493-1541), was one of the most original and prolific authors of 
sixteenth-century Europe. Commonly remembered as an itinerate physimedical innovator, philosopher of nature, and 
alchemist, he was also a lay theologian, theorist of the supernatural, and rebel against institutions and traditions. In the 
course of the 1520s, he challenged academic and urban authorities in Switzerland and South Germany by demanding 
medical reforms. Rebuffed by his opponents, he continued wandering for the remainder of his life, disseminating as an 
author, polemicist, and physician his understanding of medicine and nature. He died an obscure death in Salzburg, but 
before the end of the century his influence had spread, resulting in posthumous partisan controversies between 
advocates and detractors.

The daunting writings of Paracelsus--the second largest 16th-century body of writings in German after Luther's--
contributed to medicine, natural science, alchemy, philosophy, theology, and esoteric tradition. This volume provides a 
critical edition of essential writings from the authoritative 1589 Huser Paracelsus alongside new English translations 
and commentary on the sources and context of the full corpus. The Essential Theoretical Writings incorporate topics 
ranging from metaphyics, cosmology, faith, religious conflict, magic, gender, and education, to the processes of 
nature, disease and medication, female and male sufferings, and cures of body and soul. Properly contextualized, these 
treatises yield rich extracts of Renaissance and Reformation culture, soundings of 16th-century life, and keys to an 
influential but poorly understood early modern intellectual tradition.

"Presented together as parallel texts, and supplemented with a concise but rich critical apparatus that shows a keen 
sensitivity to terminological issues, the selected Paracelsian works and their translations will prove fruitful even for 
those versed in Paracelsus's German prose. Altogether, this is a work that should find its way onto many library 
shelves, and prompt more scholars to edit and make accessible sources from this period." Anke Timmermann, 
University of Glasgow, Ambix vol. 58, no. 2 "Weeks's translation of some of Paracelsus's major works corrects a 
problem that has veses Paracelsus scholarship for years. Until now, English readers did not have a reliable source to 
get to know one of the most prolific writers of the sixteenth century. This is a breakthrough for those of us who teach 
classes in English and wish to provide our students with an accurate representation of the primary source." Amy Eisen 
Cislo, Washington University in St Louis, The Sixteenth Century Journal vol. XLI, no.1About the AuthorAndrew 
Weeks, Professor of German at Illinois State University, with a doctorate in Comparative Literature from the 
University of Illinois, has published intellectual biographies of Jacob Boehme, Paracelsus, Valentin Weigel, a history 
of German mysticism, and translations of Weigel's writings. 


