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James D. Tabor : Paul and Jesus: How the Apostle Transformed Christianity  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Paul and Jesus: How the Apostle Transformed 
Christianity: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Paul and Jesus: The Birth of a FaithBy Paul HosseI've become quite 
a fan James Tabor. I own several of his books, and they are all outstanding, well written with great detail. One of the 
best things about his books is that while they are written for the average person to understand, they are also not 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1439123322


"dumbed down" and they are entertaining as well. Dr. Tabor is one of a small handfull of experts on the historial bible, 
especially the early years leading up and shortly after the death of Jesus and his followers. If you are interested in the 
historial Jesus, Paul, their followers, or just ancient history, you can't go wrong with any of Dr. Tabor's books, this one 
included. If you enjoy ancient history or theology as much as I do, you'll find yourself re-reading this and all of Dr. 
Tabor's books often.As for the deliivery, the book was promised on April 28th and was recieved on time. While the 
book came in the usual cardboard box for books, the corners was badly damaged and the dust jacket was crumpled in 
the back and torn on corners. I immediately returned the book and promptly recieved a replacement free of 
mishandling.5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Highly Recommended. Very readable.By Avid 
ReaderThe author is able to present very important ideas in a clear and readable fashion. While I knew Paul was the 
source of Christianity, and that the Disciples brand of Judaism faded into history, he makes a clear case on how this 
happened and who Paul really was. If you think Mormons are a bit strange for following Joseph Smith's unusual 
stories and beliefs, hang onto your hats. This history lesson will change the way you think about Paul, Christianity, the 
gospels and the early church.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. James Tabor On St. PaulBy 
CustomerAs a lector at Catholic masses once a month it was neat to be reading early chapters of this book in the 
morning and then later reading the Second Lesson at a mass which highlighted Saint Paul's letters to the "Gentiles". 
The book provides a perspective of what Saint Paul's mission was, I had no idea he never met Jesus. The observations 
about the "Last Supper" and the burial of Jesus were startling to say the least. Important perspective covered is role of 
women in the early years of Christianity. Some points should be balanced by comments from Catholic scholars.

In this compulsively readable exploration of the tangled world of Christian origins (Publishers Weekly), religious 
historian James Tabor illuminates the earliest years of Jesus teachings before Paul shaped them into the religion we 
know today.This fascinating examination of the earliest years of Christianity reveals how the man we call St. Paul 
shaped Christianity as we know it today. Historians know almost nothing about the two decades following the 
crucifixion of Jesus, when his followers regrouped and began to spread his message. During this time Paul joined the 
movement and began to preach to the gentiles. Using the oldest Christian documents that we havethe letters of Paulas 
well as other early Christian sources, historian and scholar James Tabor reconstructs the origins of Christianity. Tabor 
shows how Paul separated himself from Peter and James to introduce his own version of Christianity, which would 
continue to develop independently of the message that Jesus, James, and Peter preached. Paul and Jesus illuminates the 
fascinating period of history when Christianity was born out of Judaism.

From Booklist*Starred * There have been a number of books written about Paul and his relationship to the apostles; to 
James, the brother of Jesus; and to the early Christian community in Jerusalem. But Tabor, a professor of religion, 
does a particularly fine job of explaining Pauls unique view of Jesus and how he originated a gospel that had almost 
nothing to do with the life of Jesus, nor the messianic message as it was understood by Jesus first followers. Tabor 
contends that Pauls lettersCorinthians and Romans, especiallyare the oldest biblical documents we have dating to Jesus 
time; the Gospels and even the Acts of the Apostles came later. Within this time line, it is possible to trace Pauls 
thinking and to come to an understanding of both Pauls gospel and the schism that developed between Paul and Jesus 
apostles. Tabor does very little speculating, keeping his focus on the texts and placing them within the context of first-
century Judaism and early Christianity. The crisp, clear writing gives readers much to considerespecially the fact that 
it is a Pauline Christianity that most Christians practice today. Tabor writes in the preface that he has spent much of his 
adult life studying early Christianity in general and Paul in particular. The depth of his scholarship shows, but he also 
makes this an enjoyable read for those who want to know more about one of historys greatest mysteries. --Ilene 
Cooper James Tabor is a meticulous historian who carefully and convincingly lays out the actual Jewish theology of 
earliest Christianity which lies shrouded in the New Testament. . . . Tabors thorough yet succinct writing style brings a 
welcome new clarity to our understanding of the development of Christianity. (The Rev. Jeffrey J. Btz, S.T.M., 
adjunct professor of Religious Studies, Penn State University, and author of The Brother of Jesus and the Lost 
Teachings of Christianity)"Tabor does a particularly fine job of explaining Paul's unique view of Jesus. . . . The crisp, 
clear writing gives readers much to considerespecially the fact that it is a Pauline Christianity that most Christians 
practice today. . . . The depth of his scholarship shows, but he also makes this an enjoyable read for those who want to 
know more about one of history's great mysteries." (Booklist (starred review))"A fresh, imaginative and insightful 
treatment of the original years of the Christian faith. It is not as we have been taught through the centuries. It is 
infinitely more complex and infinitely more exciting. James Tabor makes this clear. (John Shelby Spong, author of Re-
Claiming the Bible for a Non-Religious World)This superb, well written book carefully shows just how different Pauls 
religion was from that of Jesus and his first followers. . . .A fascinating book, packed with illuminating insights. 
Highly recommended. (Barrie Wilson, Ph.D., Professor, Humanities and Religious Studies, York University, and 
author of How Jesus Became Christian)In this compulsively readable exploration of the tangled world of Christian 
origins, Tabor vividly recreates the frenetic and fraught attempts by the earliest followers of Jesus to maintain his 
teachings and keep his memory alive. . . . Although Paul has long been acknowledged as the founder of Christianity, 



Tabor weaves a fascinating story out of close readings of Pauls letters and the book of Acts, which contains an 
idealized history of the early movement as well as Pauls earliest activities on behalf of his teachings, and compellingly 
illustrates the ways that Christianity is Paul and Paul is Christianity. (Publishers Weekly)Paul and Jesus is overdue, 
and stands as one of the few books willing to push back assumptionsDigging beneath the acceptable, scholars like 
Taborbreak through assumptions even the sacred ones and give rise to new perspectives and stories. (Huffington 
Post)About the AuthorJames D. Tabor is chair of the department of religious studies at the University of North 
Carolina, Charlotte. He holds a PhD in biblical studies and is an expert on Christian origins. He is the author of several 
books, among them The Jesus Dynasty. Visit him online at JamesTabor.com. 


