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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy Melodee ElliottThis book helps me greatly in 
researching my fiction book.3 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Historical AccountBy Dr. W. G. 
Covington, Jr.Zuckerman is detailed in providing a description of what life in eighteenth century New England was 
like. His starting place is a description of the value placed on community. He writes, "A man could remain 
comfortably in colonial Massachusetts only as long as his actions and his ideas coincided with those of his neighbors." 
In its founding, we're told that provincial governors viewed themselves as servants of the Crown. The transition to 
autonomous government was gradual. "It represented the very real choices of thousands of men around the colony 
upon the advent of the royal charter of 1691" Zuckerman tells us.Throughout this book, documentation is provided 
that shows the evolution of thought as the decision-makers made transitions. This book sheds light on a given time and 
place in a very readable manner.

This remarkable book seeks to lay out the human reality of community life in the original New England towns. Based 
on thorough research, shaped by an imagination that is both historical and anthropological, and lightly and lucidly 
written, Peaceable Kingdoms adds something new to American social history, and in its analysis of consensual 
communalism throws new light on the general problem of community pressures to conformity. Bernard Bailyn, 
Harvard University In this provocative analysis of the New England town before the Revolution, and of its enduring 
impact on the American character, Michael Zuckerman makes a major contribution toward a reinterpretation of the 
nature of American society and the origins of the non-liberal tradition in America. Arguing that the true concern of 
these towns was not the individual rights or liberties of the citizen, but rather the homogeneity and tranquility of the 
community, Mr. Zuckerman opens a new perspective on the phenomenon of American town-meeting democracy.


