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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Peacekeeping on the
Plains: Army Operationsin Bleeding Kansas (Shades of Blue and Gray):

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Highly recommendedBy Midwest Book ReviewPeacekeeping On
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The Plains: Army Operations In Bleeding Kansas by Tony R. Mullis (Assistant Professor of History, United States Air
Force/Air Command and Staff College, Montgomery, Alabama) examines a violent microcosm of American history
that served as a precursor to the civil war. Examining the useage of the army to conduct police and peacekeeping
dutiesin the newly formed Kansas and Nebraska territories, Peacekeeping On The Plains offers ameticulous analysis
of facts and records, regarding the true story of human greed, desperation, ruthlessness, and military effortsto contain
potential riots with a strictly scholarly tone. Highly recommended, especially for American history and reference
shelves.

Historians have written on Bleeding Kansas and on the frontier army as a constabulary force, but little scholarship
exists on how the army performed its peacekeeping operations in the 1850s. In Peacekeeping on the Plains, Tony R.
Mullisis one of the first scholars to detail the military concerns associated with peace enforcement in Kansas and the
trans-Missouri West.Between 1854 and 1856, the Franklin Pierce administration called upon the U.S. Army to conduct
a series of peace operations in the newly formed Kansas and Nebraska territories. The army responded to the
presidents call by successfully completing a mission against the Lakota Sioux in 1855 and by aiding civil authoritiesin
the imposition of peace among competing factions in Kansas during 1856.Although these police duties were not
always popular with the soldiers that conducted them, the purpose behind them remained constantthe maintenance of
peace, order, and security. Given Americans misgivings about a standing army and their limited expectations for it asa
domestic peacekeeper, its use in this fashion during the 1850s was a delicate proposition.By drawing on diverse
sources, including official army correspondence, personal papers of key military and political leaders, and local
accounts of army activities, Mullis shows how peace operations were conducted by the U.S. Army long before the
second half of the twentieth century. He al sopresents a thorough analysis of the professional dilemmas confronted by
army officers, aswell as the delicate command and control issues associated with the different types of peace
operations.Mulliss assessment of the armys peacekeeping efforts in the mid-1850s offers afull understanding of the
constraints and frustrations involved. Many of the dilemmas faced by the army in Kansas parallel those encountered in
various spots around the globe today. Peacekeeping on the Plains will provide any reader with a better insight into the
nuances of peace operations in the 1850s and assist military historians in their understanding of these activities as they
relate to the twenty-first century.
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