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Anthony E. Gilles : People of God: The History of Catholic Christianity  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised People of God: The History of Catholic Christianity: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. please consider an updated and revised edition of your wonderful 
book in order to include the pontificate of Pope ...By don hendersonFirst of all, Fr. Gilles, please consider an updated 
and revised edition of your wonderful book in order to include the pontificate of Pope Francis! I think our present pope 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0867163631


provides a "pot of gold" conclusion to the threads you were weaving post-Vatican II.Second, I used "People of God" in 
tandem with St. Mary's Press' Living in Christ text, "Church History: Apostolic Times to Today," with an adult faith 
formation class in the parish. The latter provided an up-to-date summary of persons, places, events one expects of 
traditional history books while the former gets behind the history to interpret and connect the dots so that the reader 
has an insight into the implications of the historical facts. The two books complemented each other perfectly! I 
especially appreciated that Fr. Gilles gave us a broader perspective to include a view from the East and from 
Protestantism that the more traditional text lacked.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. It is a wonderful 
refresher to the progression of Christianity from the very ...By HTish HartHad read it before, about 20 years ago. It is a 
wonderful refresher to the progression of Christianity from the very beginning with historical perspective. Easy 
reading, about high school level. Cannot recommend it enough30 of 33 people found the following review helpful. A 
fun, fair and accessible intro to Church historyBy Jean E. PouliotFor people like me who get lost in the details, The 
People of God is a godsend. In simple, bold strokes, it tells the story of Roman Catholicism in a way that explores the 
2000 year history of the institution without sugar-coating its problems or downplaying its triumphs. The book's style is 
somewhat reminiscent of the "Dummies" line of guides, including straightforward writing and sidebars to describe 
particular issues. The book is respectful and even-handed when describing Church crises, including the schism with 
the Eastern Church, the Reformation and the Inquisition. "Focus" pages help us see Catholicism from the point of view 
of its adherents, including a pastor of the Dark Ages and an unfortunate lay person summoned before the Inquisition. 
Saints and heroes get their due, from St. Francis to St. Thomas More to St. Teresa of Avila.Believe it or not, I used this 
book as a reference when working toward my Masters in Catholic lay ministry. It's great for keeping straight the 
plethora of dates, characters and issues that have arisen in the last two millennia."People of God" is super for kids of 
middle school age and above, whether Catholic or not. It will answer many of their serious questions without 
alienating the Catholics among them from the sometimes all-too-human institution to which they belong.

The history of Catholicism is the history of Christian faith. Anthony E. Gilles traces its developmentfrom its 
beginnings in hushed gatherings within the Roman Empire to its current size and influencein an accessible and 
enjoyable style. A revised and updated compilation of the history volumes from his best-selling People of God series, 
this book will help you understand how the Church developed in relation to, or in rebellion against, the larger culture. 
It details centuries of crucial turning points from the development of apostolic succession to the implementation of the 
reforms of Vatican II. Complete with maps, timelines and special "focus" sections on important events and issues, this 
valuable resource belongs in the collection of every student of Church history.


