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Pierre Blet S.J : Pius XII and the Second World War: According to the Archives of the Vatican  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Pius XII and the Second 
World War: According to the Archives of the Vatican: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Pedantic and very slow reading. If you are a ...By James L. 
MullerPedantic and very slow reading. If you are a Vatican scholar and apologist, you will find this book interesting, 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0809105039


otherwise, consider the source of the research material.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Served a 
purposeBy RacUsed this for my dissertation. I honestly only skimmed through to find the information I needed.24 of 
47 people found the following review helpful. CurialBy John SeyboldThe style reminds me of a Vatican Document. 
The author is driven to show a positive side to Pius XII in the world war situation. Unlike "Hitler's Pope", this book 
does not go off on the assumption game and the "what if" game. It tries show Pius XII in a positive like, but what it 
showed was a typical curial pragmatist who hoped for the best and did what he could when it didn't endanger his goal. 
Could the Pope had done for the suffering of others in concentration camps, yes. Was he an ally of the National 
Socialist Regime, no. After reading both books, Hitler's Pope and this, I am left with the question, what did the Jews 
do for themselves? It seemed in both books it showed the rabbis and Zionist groups asking other to intervene for them. 
Where were the cry of these for the Jehovah Witnesses, the Gypsies,the homosexuals, the socialist politicians who 
suffered just as cruel death in the camps as the Jews? Nothing short of winning the war could have stopped the 
National Socialist from their goal of racial purity, not even the Pope in Rome.

In 1964, Pope Paul VI ordered the Vatican diplomatic archives covering the period of World War II opened, and they 
were eventually published in 12 volumes. Blet taught history at the Pontificia Academia Ecclesiastica for 17 years, and 
here constructs from those records an account of what is widely p

A highly important work. -- ChoiceExplains what Pope Pius XII did to help victims of Nazi oppression in Europe 
during World War II. -- St. Anthony MessengerThe book is a winner. -- New Oxford This remarkable work is 
historiography at its best. -- Social Justice This should silence criticism of the pope. -- Josephinum Journal of 
TheologyLanguage NotesText: English (translation) Original Language: FrenchAbout the AuthorLawrence J. Johnson 
is the former executive secretary of the Federation of Diocesan Liturgical Commissions and the former editor/director 
of The Pastoral Press. He has written several books on the liturgy and its music, including The Mystery of Faith: A 
Study of the Structural Elements of the Order of the Mass. 


