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11 of 11 people found the following review helpful. Excellent book on a fascinating topic, very fresh, insightful 
writingBy Howard Schulman"The Whiskey Rebellion" by Thomas Slaughter is an excellent book about a truly 
seminal event in early US history otherwise not well explained in numerous other books I have read covering the same 
time period. Chernow's book on Alexander Hamilton and Peterson's book on Thomas Jefferson, both absolutely first 
rate gold standard books, have barely a single page each on the topic.The United State had just come together under a 
new Constitution. The Federal government had just assumed huge wartime debts of the states, and in order to pay 
these debts, the government enacted an excise tax on whiskey, which the entire western section of the country refused 
to pay. It wasn't just western Pennsylvania, as Slaughter points out, it was the entire rural western US at the time. 
Slaughter points out and explains how the tax wasn't fair to the westerners and how the struggle over the tax, more 
than anything else, caused a division in government leading to the formation of the Federalist and Republican political 
parties....Big stuff!The book itself started out as Slaughter's PhD thesis at Princeton (my alma mater, too!) and was 
condensed (!) into this book. The book reads on the slower side, but I had a hard time putting it down because it 
contained so much fascinating insight. Slaughter does a great job of using primary source quotes to show the 
westerner's perspective, thankfully picking out the most juicy quotes and facts instead of asking the reader to wade 
through paragraphs of antiquated language.Slaughter also shows that by time Hamilton convinced Washington to send 
in the troops, the "Rebellion" was a lot more civil than many in the East had been lead to believe. In fact, future 
Secretary of the US Treasury (for Thomas Jefferson) Albert Gallatin was one of the leaders of the rebellion.In 
summary, this is a very fine book that covers a critical period in US history from a refreshingly different perspective. I 
highly recommend it to anyone interested in early US history, though I would also be reluctant to recommend it to 
those just beginning to read on this topic. I would also highly recommend the book on Shays's (spelling is correct, 
three "s"'s) Rebellion by Leonard Richards.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. The Whiskey 
RebellionBy Eric B. MeyersI was curious about this little known event and thought that the book would be a good 
primer. To my pleasure the book is in great depth, well annotated, and from what crosschecking I have done quite 
accurate. This offers a picture window sized view of both the events and culture in the late 18th C particularly at the 
western edge of the new United States. The author offers insight into the the motives and thinking of both the "more 
primative frontier settlers" and their sophisticated Eastern countrymen. The politics of access to the Mississippi River, 
the Indian conflicts, the advent of the C O canal and the sense that the west felt poorly represented in Philadelphia are 
all well addressed. The politics and history offered here are very relevant today, and serve as a primer on taxation and 
representation. This should be included in any early American history course particularly at the High school level. 
This is not a quick read, but is very well worth an arm chair and several cups of tea.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Let's tar and feather the tax man.By DanielThis book encompasses two of my most favorite activities. 
Consuming generous amounts distilled spirits and getting rowdy doing so. Slaughter takes a historical perspective 
though. When our country was young and unsure of itself. It pits two apposing teams. One from the West with its 
frontier, loving liberty, freedom and cheap whiskey all tax free. The other from the East more concerned with law and 
order, insuring privilege ready to make an example out of the rabble. You can guess who wins.

When President George Washington ordered an army of 13,000 men to march west in 1794 to crush a tax rebellion 
among frontier farmers, he established a range of precedents that continues to define federal authority over localities 
today. The "Whiskey Rebellion" marked the first large-scale resistance to a law of the U.S. government under the 
Constitution. This classic confrontation between champions of liberty and defenders of order was long considered the 
most significant event in the first quarter-century of the new nation. Thomas P. Slaughter recaptures the historical 
drama and significance of this violent episode in which frontier West and cosmopolitan East battled over the meaning 
of the American Revolution.The book not only offers the broadest and most comprehensive account of the Whiskey 
Rebellion ever written, taking into account the political, social and intellectual contexts of the time, but also challenges 
conventional understandings of the Revolutionary era.

From Library JournalSlaughter restores the Whiskey Rebellion (1794) to its rightful place as a major event in our 
national history. He contends that it parallels the conflicts over taxation and representation of the Revolution. 
Slaughter ably reconstructs the rebellion's social, ideological, political, and personal concerns, and delineates its 
national and international dimensions. Most importantly, he shows that the frontier is truly central to understanding the 
period, and that the excise tax protest was frontier-wide, not limited to western Pennsylvania, as is so often believed. 
Slaughter's provocative treatment of nationalist leaders and his reliance on an "interregional interpretation" and a 
"liberty-order construct" are bound to stir lively discussion. Highly recommended for academic and large public 
libraries. Roy H. Tryon, Delaware State Archives, DoverCopyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc. "A vivid 
account of how 7,000 rioting settlers in western Pennsylvania and beyond opposed a Federal tax on liquor."--The New 
York Times"In this year when Americans will celebrate the 200th anniversary of the Constitution, [this] highly 
readable volume should provide much food for thought."--Philadelphia Inquirer"Slaughter restores the Whiskey 
Rebellion to its rightful place in our national history...Highly recommended."--Library Journal"[Slaughter] succeeds 



admirably in his goal of bringing this episode in frontier history to center stage in American history."--William and 
Mary Quarterly"A vivid picture of the squalor of life west of the mountains and the insensitivity of speculators, 
including Washington himself."--History Book "Slaughter's book will be the standard for the next generation...[It] will 
certainly stand in the forefront as the standard complete interpretation for years to come."--West Virginia History"An 
intelligent and thorough study which links the back country to broader...issues...Well-done."--M. Bellesiles, Emory 
University"Insightful and well-written...[E]xcellent."--Delmer G. Ross, Loma Linda University"An unusual 
combination of meticulous scholarship and engaging narrative. [Slaughter's] highly readable volume should provide 
much food for thought."--The Philadelphia Inquirer"An important reexamintation of the meaning of the American 
Revolution. The text is written to engage as well as inform ensuring that students will actually learn from it."--Barbara 
M. Kelly, Hofstra UniversityAbout the AuthorThomas P. Slaughter is Associate Professor of History at Rutgers 
University. 


