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Gert Melville : The World of Medieval Monasticism: Its History and Forms of Life (Cistercian Studies)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The World of Medieval 
Monasticism: Its History and Forms of Life (Cistercian Studies): 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Definitive history of medieval monasticismBy Joel HoltzThis is 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0879072636


probably one of the most comprehensive books ever written on the early ten centuries of monastic life. Melville covers 
the Benedictines, Cistercians, Franciscans, Dominicans, and a few others. The longest section is on the Benedictines, 
and for me was the most enjoyable to read.If you're looking for a definitive resource on the monastic life and its 
history throughout the centuries, this is the book for you.Lay persons and history buffs will both thoroughly enjoy.

This book surveys the full panorama of ten centuries of Christian monastic life. It moves from the deserts of Egypt and 
the Frankish monasteries of early medieval Europe to the religious ruptures of the eleventh and twelfth centuries and 
the reforms of the later Middle Ages. Throughout that story the book balances a rich sense of detail with a broader 
synthetic view. It presents the history of religious life and its orders as a complex braid woven from multiple strands: 
individual and community, spirit and institution, rule and custom, church and world. The result is a synthesis that 
places religious life at the center of European history and presents its institutions as key catalysts of Europes move 
toward modernity.

"The fruit of long study of medieval monks, ascetics, mystics, and the rules that they lived by, The World of Medieval 
Monasticism is a lively and erudite companion for any reader interested in exploring the many astonishing forms of 
Western religious life." Barbara H. Rosenwein, Loyola University Chicago 


