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Ninian Smart : The World's Religions  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised The World's Religions: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The definite book on the subjectBy CustomerA very thorough and 
detailed explanation of the religions. Not one for easy reading but contains everything that an interested reader could 
want. Especially if only one book were available.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. textbookBy 
FayTextbook used for undergrad studies. Excellent price, especially when compared to other sites for the same book. 
Great buy at the time.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. The book was in a good condition! :)By 
Kathryn B.So helpful for myclass

The World's Religions offers a fascinating insight into a wide range of faiths, their history and their followers. In the 
richly illustrated new edition of this popular book, religions are described through their symbols, rituals, followers, 
architecture and art. References, statistics, maps and pictures have been updated and added. The text has been 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0521637481


thoroughly revised to highlight recent developments, such as the spread of Islam, African-American and Hispanic-
American religious experience, and women priests.

From Library JournalSmart (emeritus, Univ. of California, Santa Barbara) is one of the few public religious 
intellectuals who can be compared to the late Joseph Campbell. In this second edition of his study of world religions, 
he has expanded his discussion of the multifaceted dimensions of religious thought. This edition retains the same 
structure found in the earlier one: Part 1 charts the historical development of religions in the ancient worlds, while Part 
2 follows how they changed after the Renaissance, the settling of the Americas, and other cultural shifts. In this 
version, he adds the effects of the breakup of the Soviet Union, the expansion of Islam, the spread of African 
American religious experiences, and the changes brought about by the introduction of female priests. It would be a 
mistake to assign this book as a primary textbook for a world religions class; Smart is primarily a historian, and the 
emphasis here is on world religions in terms of world history and constantly developing systems of faith, belief, and 
theology. Recommended for all libraries.?Glenn Masuchika, Chaminade Univ. Lib., HonoluluCopyright 1998 Reed 
Business Information, Inc. "The World's Religion's is recommended as a basic introduction, and quite possibly for the 
circulating as well as reference collection." Choice 


