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11 of 13 people found the following review helpful. A valuable history of the travels and life of the Shawnee peopleBy 
Benjamin J. BarnesStephen Warren has done what a great many ethnohistorians have failed to do: he has been among 
the Shawnee people and combines the often distant world of history and weaves it together with the living people of 
today. Within the book, the author is able to take the words of primary voices from the past and with the living 
descendants of today and creates a framework for understanding how the Shawnee were not only able to survive 
systematic removals, but to prosper in new homelands.The history revealed by Dr. Warren's work, shows the tenacity 
of the Shawnee and their adaptability throughout the historic period and even glimpses beyond into the pre-contact 
Shawnee worlds.As a Shawnee person, I recommend Dr. Stephen Warren's book to all readers interested in Shawnee 
and early American History.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Great book about the origins and world 
of the ShawneeBy MHThis book explains in detail about where the Shawnees came from and how they adapted to the 
upheaval of their world,(Fort Ancient), and the book has plenty of illustrations and maps and I must say if you like 
reading about Native Americans and the Shawnees and how North American came into being this book is a 10 out of 
10! Yes, this book holds a place in my library.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Highly 
recommended!By Jason W.Exceptional work on this history and culture of the Shawnee. Highly recommended!

In 1779, Shawnees from Chillicothe, a community in the Ohio country, told the British, "We have always been the 
frontier." Their statement challenges an oft-held belief that American Indians derive their unique identities from 
longstanding ties to native lands. By tracking Shawnee people and migrations from 1400 to 1754, Stephen Warren 
illustrates how Shawnees made a life for themselves at the crossroads of empires and competing tribes, embracing 
mobility and often moving willingly toward violent borderlands. By the middle of the eighteenth century, the 
Shawnees ranged over the eastern half of North America and used their knowledge to foster notions of pan-Indian 
identity that shaped relations between Native Americans and settlers in the revolutionary era and beyond. Warren's 
deft analysis makes clear that Shawnees were not anomalous among Native peoples east of the Mississippi. Through 
migration, they and their neighbors adapted to disease, warfare, and dislocation by interacting with colonizers as 
slavers, mercenaries, guides, and traders. These adaptations enabled them to preserve their cultural identities and resist 
coalescence without forsaking their linguistic and religious traditions.

Challenges the belief that all Native peoples derived their identities from the land they inhabited, arguing that 
historians and anthropologists have failed to appreciate the 'profoundly different notions of place and identity' for 
Native peoples east and west of the Mississippi.--West Virginia HistoryAn excellent contribution to Shawnee 
scholarship, as well as American history overall. . . . Ethno-historians and Shawnee specialists, in particular, would 
benefit from reading this book.--H-AmIndianChallenges current scholarship in important and potentially significant 
ways.--H-Net sWarren explores the history of a tribe that had no long-standing ties to a native land but formed its 
identity through migration and adaptation to borderlands formed by the arrival of Europeans and the dislocations of 
native peoples.--Missouri Historical Fine research and writing that has opened our view into such disparate and 
complicated worlds.--Indiana Magazine of HistoryAn excellent contribution to Shawnee scholarship, as well as 
American Indian history overall.--H-AmIndianAn excellent read. . . . A seminal study for taking a stand that 
demonstrates history and prehistory are linked and interwoven.--Journal of the North Carolina Association of 
HistoriansWarren has produced an incredible work that. . . is a welcome addition to literature of Native American 
Studies.--Journal of Illinois HistoryWarren's important contribution to the history of the Shawnees, the Ohio Valley, 
and the adaptation of village life to colonial realities will doubtless be an important point of departure for Ohio Valley, 
Eastern Woodland, and trans-Appalachian scholarship for years to come.--H-NetThe most comprehensive history to 
date of the Shawnee people from their ancestral 'Fort Ancient' cultural origins to the eve of the Seven Years' War in 
1754. Essential. All levels/libraries.--ChoiceA ground-breaking study of the Shawnees in early American history.--
Chronicles of OklahomaMak[es] use of anthropology, archaeology, oral history, and colonial archives, and specialists 
will find a number of interesting claims and stories from the archive.--The HistorianMerits high praise and wide 
readership.--Jrnl of Southern HistoryWarren offers a welcome addition to the growing literature on the Native peoples 
of the Midwest and their adaptions in the face of colonialism.--Annals of IowaWarren's impressive study provides an 
articulate and thought-provoking examination of a complex topic.--Journal of American History Spanning time and 
space--from contemporary Shawnee communities to long-ago villages known only from archaeology, and from the 
Ohio Valley to the Southeast--Stephen Warren uncovers stories of a Native people buffeted but never defeated by 
colonialism. The Worlds the Shawnees Made impressively combines hard-headed detective work with great cultural 
sensitivity.--Daniel K. Richter, author of Before the Revolution: America's Ancient PastsAn important and much-
needed book on the early history of the Shawnees and mid-America. In this outstanding history, Warren situates 
Shawnees within the colonial world of Indian and European interactions as well as in the world of Indian and Indian 
interactions. As a result, the Shawnees come alive as people caught in a changing world, figuring out ways to survive 
and take advantage of new opportunities that came their way.--Robbie Ethridge, author of From Chicaza to 
Chickasaw: The European Invasion and the Transformation of the Mississippian World, 1540-1715From the Inside 
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