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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Love the Cathars time periodBy Karen WearVery informative, I 
really enjoy this time in history. Wonderful documentation. Received very fast, great service.3 of 4 people found the 
following review helpful. The Yellow CrossBy woowootzThis is a book about events that happened long ago. It's 
about the Cathars.They called themselves "the true Christians" as opposed to the Roman Church. They had no chance 
at all against the power of the established Church. They payed the ultimate price for being "Heretics"This should be 
compulsive reading for anyone genuinely interested in Religion.26 of 28 people found the following review helpful. 
The Folks We Know the Best from the Middle AgesBy W D. McPheeBe forewarned: This is not a book for people 
who know nothing of the Middle Ages, the Inquisition, the Cathars or the small Langdocien village called Montaillou. 
If you are one of those, plese do yourself a favor in seeking out 'Montaillou' by Emmanuel le Roy Durie first. Drawing 
extensively on Inquisition documents (in their original latin) as well as his own research sur place, Mr Weis offers an 
astounding plunge into the everyday lives of people like you or I in the 13th century. Through a fluke of history, the 
implantation of a heresy known as Catharism or Albighensiesm in this small village, we know more about it, mu_ch 
more, than any other town, large or small; from the time. The ever-vigilant eye of the Inquisition fell upon it for a 
couple of decades, leaving a treasure trove of infomation for enterprising scolars like Weis. Who lived where, who 
slept with whom? Why? Who ate what? A priori, not the stuff of exciting crime fiction, but given the elevated stakes 
(no pun intended, burning at the stake was an everyday reality for these humble people!) Do yourself a favor. Get to 
know them. For me these folks are as real as my physical neighbours, and my life is all the richer for it. Do yourself a 
favour. Buy this book and give it time. For the properly prepared reader, it offers a world of richness to savour and 
savour again!

The Yellow Cross is a harrowing tale of a desperate people in a small corner of France who defied the kings of Europe 
and the Pope. The Cathars, whose religion was based on the Gospels but contradicted the tenets set forth by Rome, 
found themselves the focus of ruthless repression. In systematic waves of brutal persecution, thousands of Cathars 
were captured, summarily tried, and burned at the stake as heretics. Yet so ardent was their faith that during the years 
1290 to 1329, the Cathars rose up one last time. Ren Weis tells the dramatic and moving story of these thirty years, 
offering a rich medieval tale of faith, adventure, sex, and courage. Having spent years exploring a rich trove of 
untouched information, including trial records and interrogation transcripts, Weis creates a remarkably detailed 
portrait of the last great gasp of the movement and the day-to-day life of the individual Cathars in their villages. This is 
an exceptionally vivid re-creation of a fascinating, and otherwise lost, world.

There can be fewer better guides than this beautiful book, which lets an almost forgotten people, even through the 
filter of time and the Inquisition, speak for themselves. The Washington Post Book World"In a feat of inspired 
scholarship, Weis transports us back to that world, conveying all of the high drama of ecclesiastical interrogations, 
covert ceremonies, and fiery martyrdom. . . . A book that will long haunt its readers."--Booklist"This book reanimates 
the real world of the Cathars of seven hundred years ago in a way that is fresh, utterly modern, and pulsates with 
life."Emmanuel Le Roy Ladurie, author of Montaillou"It succeeds enthrallingly . . . a moving evocation of an almost 
inconceivable faith."--The Times (London)From the Inside FlapThe Yellow Cross" is a harrowing tale of a desperate 
people in a small corner of France who defied the kings of Europe and the Pope. The Cathars, whose religion was 
based on the Gospels but contradicted the tenets set forth by Rome, found themselves the focus of ruthless repression. 
In systematic waves of brutal persecution, thousands of Cathars were captured, summarily tried, and burned at the 
stake as heretics. Yet so ardent was their faith that during the years 1290 to 1329, the Cathars rose up one last time. 
Rene Weis tells the dramatic and moving story of these thirty years, offering a rich medieval tale of faith, adventure, 
sex, and courage. Having spent years exploring a rich trove of untouched information, including trial records and 
interrogation transcripts, Weis creates a remarkably detailed portrait of the last great gasp of the movement and the 
day-to-day life of the individual Cathars in their villages. This is an exceptionally vivid re-creation of a fascinating, 
and otherwise lost, world.From the Back CoverThere can be fewer better guides than this beautiful book, which lets an 
almost forgotten people, even through the filter of time and the Inquisition, speak for themselves. The Washington 
Post Book World"In a feat of inspired scholarship, Weis transports us back to that world, conveying all of the high 
drama of ecclesiastical interrogations, covert ceremonies, and fiery martyrdom. . . . A book that will long haunt its 
readers."--Booklist"This book reanimates the real world of the Cathars of seven hundred years ago in a way that is 
fresh, utterly modern, and pulsates with life."Emmanuel Le Roy Ladurie, author of Montaillou"It succeeds 
enthrallingly . . . a moving evocation of an almost inconceivable faith."--The Times (London) 


