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Charles Krauthammer : Things That Matter: Three Decades of Passions, Pastimes and Politics  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Things That Matter: Three 
Decades of Passions, Pastimes and Politics: 

706 of 747 people found the following review helpful. Expected to hate this book, was pleasantly surprisedBy George 
WatersI admit it: I got it wrong in my opinion of Charles Krauthammer. I thought he was just an unoriginal talking 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0385349173


head mimicking the latest right-wing rhetoric. After reading this compilation of some three decades of his writing, I 
see that Krauthammer is a thoughtful intellectual. I may at times disagree with his perspective, but I can absolutely see 
now how gets to said perspective. The highly personal introduction is fascinating and sets the table for the writings 
that follow. His sense of humor and his sense of humanity come through in many passages. At times I actually laughed 
out loud at his writings; at other times I was enthralled by his ability to "paint with words" (most noticeably his 
column of September 12, 2001). Krauthammer is generally not divisive in his politics and, in fact, has evolved some of 
his beliefs over time as any reasonable person often does. He also has a real knack for taking difficult and at times 
abstract concepts and boiling them down to a comprehensible essence. Approach this book with an open mind, you 
just might find yourself enjoying it.13 of 13 people found the following review helpful. Krauthammer's work is 
wonderful. His brillianceBy katie merrittMr. Krauthammer's work is wonderful. His brilliance, wit, wisdom and 
fairness shine through in each of his marvelous yarns and they reveal the things that really do matter in life - the many 
aspects of love - whether in appreciation of dogs or of baseball or of political super heroes. Mr. Krauthammer is a 
super hero of encouragement and brilliance to the tired, old hippy that I am.3 of 3 people found the following review 
helpful. The Best of a Top-Shelf ColumnistBy Eric MayforthCharles Krauthammer has been a leading voice for 
conservatism during the Obama years, but his run as a superlative columnist stretches back to the 1980s. "Things That 
Matter" is a collection of Krauthammer's best columns and essays of the last few decades.Krauthammer was a liberal 
when he was younger, but recounts his journey across the political spectrum and his path from medicine to journalism. 
While he says that the topics that most captivate the human mind are not political, he reminds us that a society must 
get politics right if everything else is to flourish, providing Nazi Germany as an example of how demented politics can 
destroy a society that was advanced in so many other areas.This collection includes some of the author's most hard-
hitting columns of the Obama years in which Krauthammer spells out how liberal policies are weakening America 
both domestically and internationally. In addition to these columns on topical issues, other columns take a wider view 
in examining the importance of having conservative domestic and foreign policies. Krauthammer also looks back at 
figures such as Winston Churchill, Franklin Roosevelt, and Martin Luther King, as well as at events such as the French 
Revolution and the Cold War.While Krauthammer is known as a political columnist, he applies his superb insights 
into life and human nature across many other arenas as wellthere are fascinating columns in this collection on chess, 
dogs, baseball, science, mathematics, and much more.Those who are familiar with the author's work are likely to know 
that he was paralyzed in an accident when he was young. The volume shows his strength of character in that he 
touches only lightly on the topic and asserts that one can have a very good life in spite of paralysis. Krauthammer's 
writing style is nothing short of phenomenal, and this superb amalgam of topical and timeless columns by one of the 
Right's leading voices will likely be read avidly even decades from now.

From Americas preeminent columnist, named by the Financial Times the most influential commentator in the nation, 
the long-awaited collection of Charles Krauthammers essential, timeless writings. A brilliant stylist known for an 
uncompromising honesty that challenges conventional wisdom at every turn, Krauthammer has for decades dazzled 
readers with his keen insight into politics and government. His weekly column is a must-read in Washington and 
across the country. Now, finally, the best of Krauthammers intelligence, erudition and wit are collected in one volume. 
Readers will find here not only the countrys leading conservative thinker offering a passionate defense of limited 
government, but also a highly independent mind whose viewson feminism, evolution and the death penalty, for 
exampledefy ideological convention. Things That Matter also features several of Krauthammers major path-breaking 
essayson bioethics, on Jewish destiny and on Americas role as the worlds superpowerthat have profoundly influenced 
the nations thoughts and policies. And finally, the collection presents a trove of always penetrating, often bemused 
reflections on everything from border collies to Halleys Comet, from Woody Allen to Winston Churchill, from the 
punishing pleasures of speed chess to the elegance of the perfectly thrown outfield assist. With a special, highly 
autobiographical introduction in which Krauthammer reflects on the events that shaped his career and political 
philosophy, this indispensible chronicle takes the reader on a fascinating journey through the fashions and follies, the 
tragedies and triumphs, of the last three decades of American life.
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