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W. Fairchild : Thomas Fairchild: Puritan Merchant Magistrate  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Thomas Fairchild: Puritan Merchant Magistrate: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good documentation of life in the American coloniesBy 
CustomerAs a direct descendant of Thomas Fairchild (he is my 8th great grandfather through the Peet-Garnder 
families), I was excited to find this book! I am always interested in curious to learn more about colonial life, its 
hardships, and our ancestors' accomplishments after starting life anew. I have read parts of it and still need to read the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0595408702


entire book. I am pleased with the writing and information it contains, and it gives me hints on where to explore 
should I ever be able to vacation in Stratford, CT area.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Puritan 
Heritage and English/American History Blended WellBy CustomerAs I began the search into my family history, I 
came across this book...almost by accident. I was pleasantly surprised at the quality and depth that the author placed 
on the historical setting of the 17th century Fairchild genealogy. This is much more than a simple family tree outline. 
The Puritan background of 17th century England, its impact on Thomas Fairchild, and the role both would play in 
colonial America come together well in this book. You don't have to be a descendant of Thomas Fairchild to 
appreciate the impact that Puritan ideals had (and still have) on the American psyche. Overall, this is a great book!0 of 
0 people found the following review helpful. Thomas Fairchild, interesting possibly to just the descendantsBy 
Deborah E. ButlerI doubt anyone would want to read a book this large book about Thomas Fairchild unless you were a 
descendant. It does give an historic account of Colonial America that any reader would find interesting. I, 
personally,found it a fascinating view into the life of man who made the most of his opportunities and truly can be 
held up as an example of what our country represents. This is a great read for Fairchild descendants and those 
interested in history.

This is the true story of Thomas Fairchild, a brave young Englishman caught up in the bitter religious conflict that 
caused the Great Migration to the New World in the 1630s.Four centuries ago, Thomas was a founder of Stratford in 
the fearful wilderness of the tiny new colony of Connecticut. He became a merchant, church elder, pioneer legislator, 
and judicial magistrate in troubling times. He sired ten children by two remarkable wives, ultimately becoming the 
forefather of a vast number of Americans living today.Early colonists coped with many dangers, but Thomas Fairchild 
also faced personal tragedy--the untimely death of his first wife and the challenge of caring for their youngsters. 
Undaunted, he returned to England, where in 1662 he courted and wed Katherine Cragg, promising this spinster most 
of his estate.Settled in America, Katherine devotedly sought the medical advice of John Winthrop, Connecticut's 
colonial governor, for the ailments of her neighbors as well as her growing family. Meanwhile, Thomas was a key 
leader in resolving a controversy that nearly split the Puritan faithful.More than a century before the American 
Revolution, intrepid New England settlers wisely laid the unique foundation of what would become the mightiest and 
most respected nation on the globe. This is the fascinating story of one bold-spirited founder. "W. Bruce Fairchild is a 
very meticulous researcher who, using foreign and domestic sources, has compiled the definitive account of the life of 
Thomas Fairchild." --Jean Fairchild Gilmore, author, "Early Fairchilds in America"

About the AuthorW. Bruce Fairchild is of the ninth generation after Thomas Fairchild of Stratford, Connecticut. He 
was born in Syracuse, New York, in 1925, and was baptized Wallace Bruce Fairchild, Jr. He grew up in Syracuse and 
Geneva, New York, and he is a graduate of the Phillips Exeter Academy and the Wharton School of the University of 
Pennsylvania. He has devoted his career to trust banking, financial planning, and investment management in the 
United States and abroad. The author now lives in South Carolina on Hilton Head Island, which was first sighted in 
1663 by William Hilton, a young English sea captain. 


