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12 of 12 people found the following review helpful. Another Great Book on the American Revolution! By Gilberto
Villahermosa' Those Damned Rebels" is another well researched, well written and compelling book on the American
Revolution. While presenting the Revolutionary War from a British perspective, it succeeds admirably in stripping
away some of the distortions and myths surrounding both sides. The book also presents arealistic picture of the world's
greatest power at the time attempting to put down arevolt for the understandabl e reason that British leaders believed
that if they failed, their whole empire would collapse. There isthus agreat deal in this history that resonates deeply
today as Americans struggle with the future of their military involvement in Irag. Two aspects of this book are
particularly noteworthy. Thefirst is the tremendous resistance among the British themselves to military involvement
against the North American colonies, aresistance that undermined the King's political and military commitment to
quelling the American revolution. Centered in Parliament and supported by parts of the British media, such resistance
provided "those damned rebels" with agreat deal of political and moral support.A second aspect isthe key role played
in the American victory in 1782 by allies - especially France, Spain and Holland. All provided troops, weapons and
equipment and expanded the American revolt into aworld war. It was awar the British had problems
sustaining.According to author Michael Pearson, it was the threatened involvement of Russiain support of the
Americansthat finally broke British resistance to a settlement with the revolutionaries. This is a tremendously good
read and suitable for either student or scholar of the American Revolutionary War. But thereisalso agreat dea in
Americasfirst long war that rings true today as Americans struggle in another long war to quell arevoltin Irag.3 of 3
people found the following review helpful. Battles come aliveBy Markl am an enthusiastic consumer of U. S. history.
This book provides the best presentations of specific battles that | have ever read. | finally understand what a
momentous event the 1775 battles at Lexington and Concord were. | have also been interested in Benedict Arnold.
Pearson makes the attack he lead on Canada and the subsequent battle of Valcour 1sland come alive, especialy asa
part-time sailor. Very well written. | did not find them to be dry or academic at all.Well done.O of 0 people found the
following review helpful. Interesting ReadBy Betsy RuffinVery interesting different look at an important piece of our
US history; well written to explain events without getting bogged down in details

Using firsthand accountsjournals, letters from British officersin the field, reports from colonial governorsin the
coloniesMichael Pearson has provided a contemporary report of the Revolution as the British witnessed it. Seen from
this perspective, some of the major events of the war are given startling interpretations. For example, the British
considered their defeat at Bunker Hill nothing more than a minor setback, especialy in light of their capture of New
Y ork and Philadelphia. Only at the very end of the conflict did they realize that the Y ankees had lost the battles but
won the war. From the Boston Tea Party to that day in 1785 when the first U.S. ambassador presented his credentials
to agrudging George 11, hereisthe full account of "those damned rebels’ who somehow managed to found a new
nation.

"Seen from the perspective of George 11 and his hard-pressed ministers and generals, [the Revolution] isavery
different struggle from the one the average American knows. This is the way history ought to be written.” -- American
HeritageAbout the AuthorMichael Pearson went to work as areporter at the age of sixteen. He has since written plays,
articles, short stories, and several nonfiction books. He livesin London.



