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David Freeman Hawke : Those Tremendous Mountains: The Story of the Lewis and Clark Expedition  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Those Tremendous 
Mountains: The Story of the Lewis and Clark Expedition: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Well Written NarrativeBy Ol' SheriffIn Those Tremendous 
Mountains, David Freeman Hawke documents the westward journey of Lewis and Clark. Hawke examines the 
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preparation, the men, the trek to the Pacific and back, the Natives that were encountered, and the lasting legacy of the 
expedition. The majority of the information is gleaned from the journals kept by Meriwether Lewis and William Clark, 
with supplemental information from secondary sources that aid in placing the historic trip in a larger context. Those 
Tremendous Mountains reads more like a well-written novel than a typical historical study. Through his vivid 
descriptions of the scenery and the personalities of the various parties, Hawke essentially takes the reader on a literary 
journey along with Lewis and Clark. While such a writing style may leave some scholarly readers clamoring for 
footnotes and a more comprehensive bibliography, the merits of such a narrative should not be overlooked. Hawke 
demonstrates how the careful management of Lewis and Clark led to a successful journey. The transportation, 
provisions, medicine, and gifts brought on the trip and their managed disbursement proved to be barely adequate. Just 
as important as managing their resources, Lewis and Clark were effective in managing their men, pushing them far 
enough to accomplish the tasks, while allowing them adequate time to relax, and keeping them alert and able to meet 
various challenges they encountered.Those Tremendous Mountains is more than a chronicle of a westward journey, as 
it also serves to explain the growth of an infantile nation. In addition to the stated goal of searching for the most 
convenient route to the Pacific Ocean for the purpose of trade, the emerging nation achieved other goals. The 
landscape, flora, fauna, and Natives of the western lands were studied to gauge the possibility of future Anglo-
American settlement. Through small trinkets, Thomas Jefferson's yeoman farmer ideal was communicated to the 
Indians. The expedition also established precedents regarding government funding of such explorations and 
subsequent reports.Utilizing a rich base of primary source material, David Freeman Hawke creates a readable study of 
exploration, the native western landscape, and an expanding United States. By examining the relationship between 
Lewis and Clark, and their individual struggles, the Voyage of Discovery is at once more personal and 
understandable.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent historical book!!! Lewis Clark are 
American Heroes!!!By Mike WalkerWow!!! What a story!!! Just finished reading this book. It's a fascinating read 
start to finish. I highly recommend this to anyone who likes reading about historical events, early US history, western 
expansion exploration, etc. Hard to put this one down. And, to think that the things the team of explorers experienced 
are all true!!! WOW!!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The book arrived on time and in good order. I 
have enjoyed this writer's work before ...By barry capalboThe book arrived on time and in good order. I have enjoyed 
this writer's work before and this book is more of the same.

Reissued for the 200th anniversary: "High and heroic adventure.... An exhilarating story of bravery, self-discipline, 
and firm resolve, and Mr. Hawke tells it uncommonly well."The New Yorker In 1804 Lewis and Clark set off to 
explore the new lands of the Louisiana Purchase. They were acting as the eyes and ears of President Thomas Jefferson, 
who had an insatiable curiosity about what lay between the Mississippi and the Pacific. One contingency for which 
they were not prepared was the awesome geography of the Rocky Mountains. Including excerpts from Lewis and 
Clark's journals and putting their scientific achievements in context, David Hawke presents a riveting story of this 
dramatic journey. 43 period illustrations

"Fast-paced narrative.... [A] fine, well-written introductory account."--About the AuthorDavid Freeman Hawke is also 
the author of Paine. 


