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9 of 9 people found the following review helpful. Standard IntroductionBy CaptainPabstAndrews' book is one of the 
standard introductions to British imperial history from the 15th through 17th centuries. The book provides a 
chronological overview of British exploration and colonization efforts, but also discusses motivations and imperial 
ideologies. There are more recent and more specialized works than this now 20 plus year old account, but it still serves 
its purpose well. With good footnotes and bibliography, the book can also lead readers to more specialized sources 
(primary and secondary) in any area it covers. I would recommend the book as an introduction for anyone with a 
serious interest in the origins of early modern British empire.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. An 
excellent book, if you are interested in this stuffBy William PageAn excellent book, if you are interested in this stuff. 
The author has written at least two other books on related topics that are just as good - i.e. way above average.0 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. ResearchBy Diane J. RotheryI'm using this book as a research tool for a 
fictional background, and it's been a great starting point

Not since 1945 has a general account of the origins of the British Empire been published, as if the demise of the 
empire freed us from our imperial past and historians from any obligation to digest it. Of course, it has done nothing of 
the kind, but it does enable the historian today to approach that past in a more critical spirit and to attempt a deeper and 
more detached analysis than could have been expected a generation ago. The purpose of this work is therefore not 
merely to recount but to explain the course of English overseas expansion and the beginning of the overseas empire; a 
prolonged pregnancy, culminating in a difficult birth and sickly infancy. The introductory essay discusses the forces 
and motives involved in the expansion movement, which is seen as being part of a wider European movement and 
derivative in many ways from it. The author considers the attitude and conduct of the Tudors and early Stuarts towards 
this fundamentally commercial movement and examines the nature and importance of sea power, the contribution of 
different social groups, and the relevance of religious and economic ideals as well as nationalistic sentiment. These 
various themes are taken up again in the narrative chapters which follow, dealing with the enterprises of exploration, 
trade, plunder and colonisation successively through from the early Bristol quest for 'Brasil' to the diverse ventures of 
the 1620s.

Traces the maritime expansion of England through descriptions of a multitude of sea voyages from 1480 through 
1630. Analyzes exploration, trading enterprise ventures and piracy and reveals how the attempts to create British 
settlements overseas resulted in the founding of the first New World colonies. -- Book DescriptionFrom the Back 
CoverNot since 1945 has a general account of the origins of the British Empire been published, as if the demise of the 
empire had freed us from our imperial past and historians from any obligation to digest it. Of course it has done 
nothing of the kind, but it does enable the historian today to approach that past in a more critical spirit and to attempt a 
deeper and more detached analysis than could have been expected a generation ago. The purpose of this work is 
therefore not merely to recount but to explain the course of English overseas empire: a prolonged pregnancy, 
culminating in a difficult birth and sickly infancy. The long introductory essay discusses the forces and motives 
involved in the expansion movement, which is seen as being part of a wider European movement and derivative in 
many ways from it. The author considers the attitude and conduct of the Tudors and early Stuarts towards this 
fundamentally commercial movement and examines the nature and importance of English sea power, the contribution 
of different social groups, and the relevance of religious and economic ideals as well as nationalistic sentiment. These 
various themes are taken up again in the narrative chapters which follow, dealing with the enterprises of exploration, 
trade, plunder and colonization successively through from the early Bristol quest for 'Brasil' to the diverse ventures of 
the 1620s. The last chapter comments on the interaction of trade, plunder and settlement and the wave-like 
chronological pattern of the English advance to oceanic empire. 


