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Karen Louise Jolly : Tradition Diversity: Christianity in a World Context to 1500 (Sour ces and Studiesin
World History) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised
Tradition Diversity: Christianity in aWorld Context to 1500 (Sources and Studies in World History):

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Excellent and thorough source anthologyBy A CustomerKaren
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Jolly's book of primary sources for Christian history from Paul through the middle ages is awell-rounded collection
well suited for undergraduate, graduate, and seminary classrooms. She includes not only the standard political and
theological texts from the early church through the late middle ages (which one can easily find in a number of
collections, like Bettenson's), but a number of obscure and fascinating cultural texts, such as The Leechbook, an early
medieval monastic book of religious medical cures, sources for Chinese Nestorian Christianity, medieval women's
writings, and medieval Byzantine, Islamic, and Jewish texts. In particular, the early medieval period (500-1000) which
generally gets short shrift in textbooks and collections like this due to the relative lack of source material and people
who study it, isrichly detailed, reflecting the author's training as an historian of Saxon England. Each short (1-10
page) excerpt is preceded by a useful introduction and three questions which help to guide students' readings. The
guestions become more difficult and analytical as the book progresses, reflecting students' growth in historical skills
and knowledge. There istoo much here to cover in one semester, but the text is divided into chronological and
thematic sections, allowing instructors to pick the texts most suited to their courses. Highly recommended for anyone
seeking to know more about Christian and/or European history as well as college instructors. If only she would do one
for the period 1500-present!

Thistext is designed to serve as a primary source reader. It addresses medieval Christendom in the context of world
history. It combines the traditional approach (the medieval Christian tradition found in the church hierarchy and
theological development) with the newer approach to cultural diversity - diversity within European Christianity
(women mystics, heretics, and popular religion), and diversity without, in aworld context (non-European Christianity
and relations with Islam, Judaism, and Buddhism).



