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Slavery is a detailed study of slavery in Africa. Dr.Lovejoy states in his Preface to the first edition (1979) that the 
history of slavery in Africa, as opposed to the Atlantic and Mid Eastern diaspora of Africans via enslavement is 
extensive and poorly studied. This 2012 edition is the third edition of this book; the first having been published in 
1979.Dr. Lovejoy examines the numbers, utilization, process of enslavement, marketing, and development of slavery 
inside Africa, concentrating on the Fifteenth through the Nineteenth Centuries. This is not a diatribe against slavery, 
nor an apologist essay. This is a fact and number filled overview of slavery in Africa as it existed from the fifteenth 
century through the nineteenth century. The detail as to numbers and locations is astonishing. The history is much 
more complete than I knew existed. Dr. Lovejoy throws much light on the development of plantation farming over 
these years and on the role of the Muslim traders, and how their changes from warrior to reformist impacted the slave 
trade and slave utilization. Dr Lovejoy gives us an understanding of the four major forms of slavery, Kin vs not Kin, 
plantation and other production, harem, and military. Dr. Lovejoy gives us a view of the impact of the European 
abolishment movement and some details as to how that movement affected the interior slave trade in Africa.The book 
is well and clearly written. The charts and maps are helpful. The formatting on my ipad and iphone was good. This 
book is essential for anyone wanting to understand slavery as it existed in Africa and how that impacted both the 
Atlantic and the Muslim markets for slaves.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The text gives great 
insight into the African Diaspora and many subsequent authors ...By CustomerAny text by Lovejoy on the African 
Diaspora should not be missed! The text gives great insight into the African Diaspora and many subsequent authors 
cite his works.5 of 11 people found the following review helpful. Good info, bad presentationBy LaughingLionHoly 
cow.This book is repetitive as all hell, and is apparently written for fourth graders. The text is excruciating to read. The 
information underneath the nonsense is useful, but parsing it from the dreadful writing is inglorious labor.

This history of African slavery from the fifteenth to the early twentieth centuries examines how indigenous African 
slavery developed within an international context. Paul E. Lovejoy discusses the medieval Islamic slave trade and the 
Atlantic trade as well as the enslavement process and the marketing of slaves. He considers the impact of European 
abolition and assesses slavery's role in African history. The book corrects the accepted interpretation that African 
slavery was mild and resulted in the slaves' assimilation. Instead, slaves were used extensively in production, although 
the exploitation methods and the relationships to world markets differed from those in the Americas. Nevertheless, 
slavery in Africa, like slavery in the Americas, developed from its position on the periphery of capitalist Europe. This 
new edition revises all statistical material on the slave trade demography and incorporates recent research and an 
updated bibliography.

"As with all good history, Transformations in Slavery makes us see the present in the new light it casts on the past. 
This clear narrative is charged with philosophical sophistication and enlivened by well-placed anecdote." Tony Voss, 
African Studies QuarterlyAbout the AuthorPaul E. Lovejoy is a Distinguished Research Professor at York University, 
Toronto and holds the Canada Research Chair in African Diaspora History. He is a Fellow of the Royal Society of 
Canada, director of the Harriet Tubman Institute for Research on the Global Migrations of African Peoples and a 
member of the UNESCO 'Slave Route' Project. Lovejoy's recent publications include Repercussions of the Atlantic 
Slave Trade (2010) and Slavery, Islam and Diaspora (2009). He is the editor of the Harriet Tubman Series on the 
African Diaspora for Africa World Press. He has received several awards, including an honorary doctorate from the 
University of Stirling in 2007, the President's Research Award of Merit from York University in 2009 and the 
Distinguished Africanist Award from the University of Texas, Austin in 2010. 


